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Schengen States Discuss Border Controls 


LD2212124494 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 0901 
GMT 22 Dec 94 


{All quotation marks as received] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn (DDP/ADN}—Chaired by 
Bernd Schmidbauer. state minister in the chancellory. 
representatives of the Schengen states met in Bonn this 
moming to decide on the discontinuation of border 
controls between Germany, France, the Benelux coun- 
tries, Spain, and Portugal beginning 26 March 1995. The 
Schengen agreement is to become “irreversibly” cffec- 
tive on this date. This means the beginning of a complete 
end to border checks at the internal borders between 
these countries, Schmidbauer said. 


The executive commitice also intends te decide on a 
security package for all of the countries, which will also 
become effective on 26 March. The central feature of 
this package 1s the “Schengen information system.” A 
jornt central computer in Strasbourg. which wall connect 
the national criminal investigation systems, should help 
the police and border authorities with their imvestiga- 
tions 


The Schengen agreement was signed un Schengen. Lux- 
embourg in 1985. It actually should have come into force 
as carly as 1992. However. technical problems with the 
information system made this impossible. Denmark, 
Austna, and Sweden have shown interest in cooperation 
within the framework of the agreement in the near 
future. 


Lamassoure—FU Needs French-German 
Vanguard 

BRI312123594 Panis LES ECHOS in French 22 Dec 94 
pe 


[Report by Jean-Michel Lamy: “Institutronal Future of 
the Union: Adjustments Targeted by the CDU™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] During a colloquium organized 
yesterday in the Senate by the Europcan Movement, all 
the participants agreed on the need to maintain a Com- 
munity momentum in order to avoid reverting to “trib- 
alism.” On the other hand, many institutional adjust- 
ments are needed in order to achieve this. Wolfgang 
Schauble, one of the two authors of the CDU-CSU 
[Christian Democratic Union- Christian Social Union] 
document on the future of Europe thus advocated 
“something new.” The aim ts, while maintaming the 
achievements of the Community, to convince Ger- 
many's partners to set up a “common state structure” 
open to everyone, since the explicit appointment of five 
countries which alone are likely to form the hard core 
was no longer on the agenda. 


The debate on the institutional reform of the Union in 
1996 1s beginning to take shape. After emphasizing that 
Jacques Chirac and Helmut Kohl admit that, without a 
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French-German understanding, any development ts 
doomed to failure. Pierre Lellouche, an adviser to the 
mayor of Paris, reyected any federal approach and any 
approach which places “the Commussion and the Euro- 
pean Parliament at the Union's center of gravity. The 
hard core must include the feature of variable geome- 
try.” European Affairs Minister Alain Lamassoure 
sought to show that the “circles of solidarity” advocated 
by Edouard Balladur were mm actual fact—and this 1s an 
explanation—a rejection of the a la carte Europe. He 
added: “The French-German foundation must be part of 
the vanguard.” 


In fact there would seem to be a broad consensus on both 
side of the Rhine to deal with the risk of dilution as a 
result of the accession of the countries of Eastern Europe. 
To a greater of lesser degree a process of rapprochement 
on our imstitutional future 1 under way. Are we 
becoming impassioned about the nation-state, which has 
become an “empty shell,” as was initially written in the 
CDU-CSU document”? Wolfgang Schauble backpedaled 
a bit, saying: “This ts an essential form of organiza- 
tion” —whuile noting that nation-states are better placed 
to perform their tasks than when the framework 1s a 
union. Are people rising up against a Commiussiwn which 
has Secome nothing more than an executive body? The 
Bundestag representative explained that the Union has 
its own State nature and that facile transpositions are 
unseemly. 


Fight Countries Ready for EMU in 1997 


In particular, Wolfgang Schauble came out im favor, 
within the body known as the “Council of Ministers.” of 
a “double majority” voting system, bearing in mind—for 
the purposes of adopting a decision—the vote of the 
states as well as the population quorum represented. 
This 1s an approach that appeals greatly to France. 


Moreover, Helmut Kohl's man of confidence 1s a sup- 
porter of publicizing the debates in the Council for 
legislative activities. This 1s Alain 1 2massoure’s thesis. 
He wants to transform the Council into an upper 
chamber with a restrictive agenda. However, when the 
European affairs minister wants to authorize a minister 
to be replaced by a national member of parliament, 
people no longer follow him. “In an executive formation, 
on the other hand, the Council must maintain its com- 
position of ministers and its current working methods,” 
the French minister explained yesterday. In any case the 
differences between France and Germany are once again 
becoming pronounced with regard to the European Par- 
hament. The CDU wants to strengthen its powers. The 
RPR [Rally for the Republic] and even the UDF [Umion 
for French Democracy] want to give national parlia- 
ments the status of lower chambers. There 1s a clear split 
over the future role of the Assembly in Strasbourg. This 
remains a critical aspect in so far as only political union 
can guarantee the success of the single currency. Michel 
Albert, a member of the Bank of France's monctary 
policy council, repeated this yesterday. Nevertheless, as 
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of 1997. the cight countries needed to implement EMU 
could be Germany. France, Luxembourg, the Nether- 
lands, Belgium, Denmark. Ireland. and Austria he sand. 
He also stressed that the Maastricht critema are never 
anything more than the expositon of the conditions 
needed to be backed up in a financially advaniageous 
manner on the markets. This ss a way of taking the 
drama out of the stakes. All im all, the colloquwm— 
which. to be fair. was lead by pro-Europeans—bore 
witness to a genuine concern for conciliation and talents 
for convergence on both sides of the Rhine. 


Van Miert Urges Telecom Liberalization 


BRI012152694 Paris LE MONDE (LE MONDE. 
LECONOMIE Supplement) in Frerch 20 Dec 94 p 3 


{Interview with Karel van Miert, European commis- 
sioner for competition, by Alain Faujas, place, date not 
given: “The Legitimacy of Public Services Lies im its 


Quality”) 


{[FBIS Translated Excerp:} The Brussels Commission 
does not want to sacrifice public services, stressed Karel 
Van Miert, the European commussioner responsible for 
competition, who says he ts “anti- Thatcherite.” The 
Commission has a pragmatic approach: It takes account 
of the technical and economic changes, 1 accepts 
monopoly where the operation of the service justifies it. 


[Faujas] In France, there 1s an impressvon that liberalism 
1s trrumphing in Brussels and that the Commnrssion has 
its eye on public services. Do they have a future in the 
European Union [EU]? 


[Van Miert] With regard to the ownership of enterprises, 
the Commission has no authority to pronounce on their 
system of ownership—private or public—as Article 222 
of the Treaty of Rome stipulates. It ts not for us to 
interfere but we are observing a development. Of course. 
the Commussion does not have any authority to impose 
privatization, but it is starting to be able to act in that 
way. 


While there was no internal European market we could 
turn a blind eye to the monopolies. Since there has been 
a big market and technological progress has wiped out 
borders in telecommunications and in other spheres, the 
monopoly is a thing of the past 


This has nothing to do with Margaret Thatcher. The 
citizens and consumers note that there 1s no longer 
necessarily any similarity between pubiic service and 
monopoly. i hey have realized that being run by a public 
enterprise does not necessarily ensure that a service is 
properly provided. It 1s where there 1s competition that 
there are the largest number of telephone users. | 
remember the time when you needed strong backing and 
had to pay a high price to obtain a telephone in Bel- 
gium... 


[Faujas] So, is it long live all-out liberalism” 
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[Van Miert] No, we must not fall into the opposite trap. 
Liberalizing does not mean deregulating. To my mind. 1 
means respecting the rules of the game. The public 
authorities must rssuc rules in the matter and ensure that 
they are respected. They must also provide the clements 
of social policy. Thes wall surprise peopic. but | think that 
freedom of enterprises must coexrst with a strong central 
authority. [passage omitted] 


[Fauyas] Is France giving vou satisfaction in the sphere of 
openness” 


[Van Miert] In the sphere of energy. post and tclecom- 
munications, France 1s surprising. It has a strong tradi- 
tion which means that public services are provided 
primarily by public enterprises. Many enginects devote 
themselves exclusively to thes career. In France these are 
not old-fashioned enterprises, as is demonstrated by 
France Telecom, and the French Electricity Company. 
And yet, our aim now 1s not to protect national markets, 
but to conquer new ones. It 1s therefore necessary to form 
alliances with partners and accept competition on your 
own territory. 


It 1s no longer possible to allow some practices to 
continue: In Belgrum. this sector was highly politicized 
and decisions of appomtments depended on parts or 
linguistic ratios. Italy suffered from the same ills with 
corruption on top. These perversions meant that it was 
no longer possible to satisfy individual needs. The aim of 
our approach 1s to provide a quality public service and at 
a price which 1s affordable. 


In air transportation. American-style deregulation has 
had damaging effects. We have therefore decided to 
maintain the explortation of unprofitable lines by delib- 
crately making provision for the existence of a public 
service and the possibility of subsidies. This does not 
mean the old rigid system! [passage omitted] 


[Faujas] You were part of the Delors Commission. Will 
you defend the same positions in the Santer Commis- 
sion? 


[Van Miert] | will not change my line. The priority 1s to 
liberalize telecommunncations as quickly as possible. We 
will proceed cautiously with postal services. In the 
energy sphere, we will have to end the purchase and sales 
monopolies one day. We will judge cach issue on the 
evidence and without any sdeological preconceptions. 
[passage omitted] 


Columnist Criticizes EU Foreign, Security Policy 
BR2312124094 Brussels THE BULLETIN in English 
22 Dec 94 p 23 


[“Window on Europe” column ty John Palmer: “For- 
eign Policy? What Policy””) 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The European Union's [EU] 
so-called common foreign and security policy (CFS? 1s 
not working. There is a growing sense of frustration at 
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the seeming incapacity of the most powerful trade 
grouping in the world to exercise international political 
influence mM proportion to its economic muscic 


All too often, the Union's membcr states seer unable to 
agree on what the problem 1s, let alone what should be 
done about 1. There 1s well-righ universal agreement 
that steps musi be taken to strengthen the CFSP—as 
foreign and securiy policy 1s known in Eurospcak— 
during the 1996 review of the Maastrcht Treaty 


Window on Europe has often argued the case for radical 
reform of the EU decrsson-making institutions. In par- 
ticular. the Council of Minrsters should make greater use 
of majority voting. at least when implementing 
“common™ decisions on CFSP. and must be held 
accountable for its actions to the European Parliament. 


However, the problems of Europe's foreign and security 
polices go much deeper than questions of institutional 
structure. They have m part tc do with a lack of 
intellectual understanding of the drastic changes in the 
global political environment brought about by the end of 
the Cold War. But there 1s also what can only be 
described as a moral vord at the heart of EU foreign- 
policy making. 


Bosnia 1s. of course. a dreadful case im pormt. The 
fraudulent presentation of the conflict in Bosnia as a 
mere civil war 1s consciously designed to avond the real 
issue—how should the imternational community and 
Europe in particular respond when a multiethnic Euro- 
pean democracy 1s subject to xenophobic ethnic aggres- 
sion” 


But this kind of ambivalence also influences EU policy 
mn other parts of the world. There is an unresolved 
tension between the Els much-vaunted democratic 
principles and what might be descrebed as realpolitik 
expediency when it comes to putting theory imto prac- 
tice 


EU policy toward Russia. Turkey and China illustrates 
this schizophrenia. The potential blood bath im Chech- 
nya. for example, has—so far—produced little more than 
handwashing declarations by the EU. These call the 
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conflxct a purely mternal Russiar dispute, and add a 
feeble appeal to President Yeltsin 4) minimize the use of 
force. 


Everyone in their mght mind wants friendly and cooper- 
ative relations with Russia. The EU should have insisted 
that NATO give much higher priority to forging a 
partnership with Russia m a collective pan-European 
security pact, not just a lumsted Partnership for Peace 
agreement. rather than allow the Unned States to accel- 
crate plans to extend alliance membership to countrnes in 
central Europe 


But that can and must be linked to a mgorows insistence 
on the nght of self-determination for the Chechens and 
indeed other peoples who have only been kept within the 
Russian Federation by vicious oppression over many 
decades. In these crrcumstances talk about the need “to 
hold Russia together” will only encourage those m 
Russia who want to see the military assert itself not only 
mm Chechnya. but throughout the former Soviet Union 


Elsewhere, the EU has said little or nothing about the 
atrocities being commutied by Turkey—a member of 
Nato if you please—in its war against the Kurds 


It has been left to Greece. for ts own opportunistic 
purposes, to veto closer links between Turkey and the 
EU. Those in Brussels who claim that keeping a discreet 
silence about the war against the Kurds would allow 
them influence in Ankara have nothing to show for their 
efforts 


This ss also the story in China. The EU. which has 
sanctioned a major development project in China to help 
secure access to its growing market. claims that closer 
economic links will encourage more liberal policies on 
human mghts in Beying. But only last week, the author- 
ies imposed vicious prison sentences on a group of 
Chinese human rights leaders in defiance of interna- 
tional opimon 


No one pretends that there are simple and casy answers 
to such problems as Bosmia, Chechnya, Turkey or China 
Nor are the countnes of the EU beyond criticism about 
their own record when it comes to their treatment of 
immigrants and ethnic minorities. The Union's foreign 
and security policy must confront these issues 
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Mock: Settlement of EU Fishing Dispute "Big 
Success” 

AU2512180094 Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG in 
German 24 Dec 94 p 3 


[Unattnbuted report: “ “Big Success’ in Brussels”) 


{[FBIS Translated Text) Vienna—Foresgn Minrster Alors 
Mock considers the 22 December agreement reached in 
the European Union [EU] fishing dispute. which has 
removed the last obstacle for Austria’s acoessron to the 
Union on | January 1995. tu be a “big success” for the 
EU. In a short statement in parliament, Mock urged the 
deputies to pul the interests of the republic before any 
party interests when i comes to tackling the big prob- 
lems to be solved now. Mock’s statement that the last 
obstacle for EU accession on | January 1995 has been 
removed was applauded by the deputies of the coalition 
parties. 


Heide Schmidt, spokeswoman of the Liberal Forum. 
expressed the hope that “Austria's voice may finally gain 
substance and profile in Brussels.” Schmidt: “This must 
be the go-ahead” for the government to finally get across 
more substance in Brusscis. 


Foreign Minister Asserts Fitness To Work 


AU 2712103894 Vienna DER STANDARD im German 
27 Dec 94 p § 


[Unattributed report: “Mock: | Am Quite Fit For Mental 
Work”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] Foreign Minister Alors Mock 
wants to continue in office “at least in 1995.” as he said 
in an interview for TAEGLICH ALLES. “The work I do 
is mainly mental. and im this respect | am quite fit,” he 
said. He claims that some people who disapprove of hrs 
“open policy, in other words. the absence of any exclu- 
sion: .” are trying to depict him as being seriously ill. 


“All the parties represented in parliament have the 
democratic authority to take part in the government,” he 
said. “I recognize no differences. and this applies partic- 
ularly to the respective party chairmen, whom we, the 
Ausinan People’s Party. cannot clect ourselves.” 


In plain language, this means that Mock “can imagine a 
coalition with the Freedom Party of Austria just as he 
can imagine one with the other parliamentary parties.” 
For Mock, no one 1s excluded. 


Vranitzky Interviewed on Further Plans 
AU2212180204 Vienna NEWS in German 22 Dec 94 p 13 


[interview with Chancellor Franz Vranitzky by Josef 
Galley, place. date not given: “I Want To Remain 
Chancellor Until 1998" ] 


AUSTRIA 


FBIS-WE -94-248 
27 December 1994 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Galley] Admrssion to the Euro- 
pean Union [EU] was a great success, but then came the 
defeat. What went through your mind on 9 November? 


[Vranizky} The referendum on EU admission 1s one of 
the greatest success stones that an Austnan chancellor 
can experience. And the Nationalrat clection was one of 
the greatest setbacks ever expenenced by an SPO 
[Socral Democratic Party of Austria] chairman. Thus, 
success and faslure have counterbalanced one other im 
1994. 1 said on the evening of 9 October that if the party 
wants someone else to Iead 1, 1 can heve someone cise. 
Much trust was placed in me im the party Presidium. 
Subsequently, | wanted to establish the SPOc firmly as a 
ruling party once again. because renewal and reform 
cannot take effect if one goes into opposition hoping that 
thrs action mm itself will result m reforms. | succeeded 
under the most difficult circumstances. Perhaps the 
public has not yet noticed that the formation of this 
government was one of the most difficult times in my 
life. because inside the Oc VP [Austrian People’s Party] it 
was not clear whether the people who wanted a shift in 
the direction of blue would not gain the upper hand. 


{Galley} Are the present personnel appointments suffi- 
crent for a genumme SPOc reform? 


|Vraniuzky] Personnel changes on their own are not 
enough. Politics thrives on symbols, future prospects, 
and visions. The necessary handling of practical politics 
left no time for symbols and future horizons. We cannot 
and do not want to cxhume old symbols. But we must. 
for example, reestablish the securnty that many citizens 
miss. 


[Galley] You want to offer a political homeland” 


[Vranizky] That 1s a historical expression. I mean secu- 
rity om the sense that politics 1s not pursued by a few top 
activists who risen from the ranks of the downtrodden. 


|Galley} Are these the leading thoughts of the new SPOe 
program? 
[Vranitzky] Yes. We want to dispel the view that politics 


and one’s own life are two separate worlds with little in 
common. 


[Galley] When will the Me congress take place” 
[Vraritzky] In the autumn. Until that time, | want to 
discuss the program in depth. 


[Galley] Is that also the time when personne! changes 
will be made im the SPOr leadership” 


[Vranitzky] Yes, but I do not want to go into detatls yet. 


[Galley] The private lives of politicians became public 
issues in 1994. Do you feel responsible for this develop- 
ment” 


[Vranitzky| For years | took care that my family would 
never appear in the limelight, but in 1994 things turned 
out otherwise, more by comcidence than by design. It 
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was not a pleasant expernence. In the future, I wll 
continue to plan my family life without any public 


appearances. 


[Galley] Following the business with Chamber of 
Workers Chairman Vogier and the dispute about the 
austenty measures, can the quarrel with the Austrian 
Trade Umon Association be resolved” 


{[Vranitzky] Many people m the SPOe and the trade 
umons sand Vogler drew the mght conclusion, but many 
people sheltered behind the party Executive Board and 
were thus mnvisiblc to Vogler and the gencral public, The 
social democratic workers’ movement must continuc to 
pursuc the princeple of the mndivisibiinty of party and 
trade umron work | have understanding for Kudolf 
Nuernberger’s wish not to engage im trade umon work if 
the government has to represent bargaiming positions 
vis-a-vis the Trade Union of Public Service Employees 
Despite everything. there were trade union protests long 
before at became clear what the 1995 budgect really 
contains. That was an over-hasty action pror to real 
decisions. 


[Galley] Are vou saying that the austerity package 1s by 
no means compictec” 


[Vranitzky] The best course of action 1s to combine both 
things. The austerity package must be implemented. but 
it 1s the subject of talks on which the government has 
clear ideas. 


[Galley] Will you remain chancellor until 1998 and then 
be the SPOte’s leading candadlute” 


[Vranitzky] To answer the first part of your question 
yes. In answer to the second part. we still have a few 
months to discuss tt. 


[Galley] In 1998" 
[Vranitzky] Yes. 


[Galicy] Does the SPOe need new prospects, such as a 
traffic- hight coalition” 


[Vranitzky] The laender should not copy the federal 
government pattern at any price. If they ect everything 
right, | should have no problems. But in the federation, 
we have no coalition agreement. | regard 1 as something 


like a gentleman's agreement 


FPOec's Haider Views Political Objectives 
AU 22121720904 Vienna NEWS in German 2) Dec O4 
pp 24-25 


{Interview with FPOe Chairman Joerg Haider by Peter 


Pelinka. place and date not given: “I Do Not Care Who 
Makes Me Chancellor” ] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] [Pelimka] Is there an axis 
between Harder and Kiestil? 


AUSTRIA 


[Hasder] There 1s only an axss between Hasder and the 
Constitution. 


[Pelmka] But you yourscif want to change im the 
direction of the Third Republic 


{Hasder] | am all the more surprised at the fact thet the 
very people who reproach me for 1 now want constitu- 
thonal changes themscives 


[Pelonka] Debates are not undemocratic 


[Harder] In reality, a poker game 1s takong place between 
Kiests! and Vraniuzky. Kiestsl) has the better cards 
because the Constitution explicitly allows him to repre- 
sent Austra abroad. I can mmagine the establishment of a 
permanent committee with a direct line to Brussels. and 
that the president should also provide information to 
thes commutice and be questioned by deputies. It is 
wrong for parhament not to have control over the 
president: The Federal Assembly can remove him at any 
ume 


[Pelonka] However, thes is merely a theoretical possi- 
bility. Why do you disapprove of a possible lumitation of 


the powers of the president's office. which was upgraded 
m 1929" 


| Hasder] | want a more efficient government and admin- 
istrateon fot the small country of Austria. A directly 
clected president should leader a government limited to 
seven ministers who are directly elected by parhament. 
In thes way, there would be no further controversy about 
shanne powers between the president and the chancellor. 


[Pelonka} This ts because there would no longer be a 
chancellor. or perhaps one might abolish the president 
right away, since the title of the head of government 
would not matter’ 


|Hasder] This is not a question of the title. However, 
what I say i no constitutional change without an 
agreement reached by a referendum. 


[Pelinka] What ts more to your taste: More parliamen- 
tananism or more presidential nights” 


[Harder] | am a trained experi im constitutional law. | 
know that the system of checks and balances 1 crucial. 
No democratic political system can exist when one 
sphere 1s predominant Because of the European Union, 
we will now ect a superior leve! where we can have a say, 
but where we no longer make decisions alonc. If the 
president of the EU Council is given our powers, we 
simply have to integrate him more closely into our 
parhamentary system. Furthermore, we have to sur- 
mount our representative democracy im its present 
form... 


[Pelinka] I knew it.... 


[Haider] ..because the real power has shifted to the 
shadow cabinets, the social partnership. Parliament 
should become the legrslator again, the ministries and 
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the government should no longcr have the nght to 
imitatives. only the nght to propose icgal imtuatives. The 
whole of the iegal apparatus, whech today 1s located m 
the minraries should move to the Natvonalrat. For thes 
purpose. | want direct democracy to be developed: The 
people should directly decode all basic questions 


[Pelinka] Including capital punrshment or the abolrtion 
of taxes” 


[Marder] Here | am on Korchschlacger's [former Austnan 


president] sede There are no limits. the soveresgn people 
have the last word 


[Pelinka] Im that case, what rs the use of the parties for’ 


[Harder] For forming the parliament. for controlling the 
government. Morcover. | want an audi office that ss 
independent of the parhament to serve as the fourth 
power. 

[Pelinka] How should appointments to mt be nade” 


i{Hasder] Perhaps by direct clectvon. as mm the United 
States 


[Pelinka] Will **e social partnership be abolrshed” 


[Haider] It wn. vc lemited wage and social policies, It 
should also be supplemented: The coological sphere, 
women. and famules are not represented im a today. At 
present. the Workers Chamber docs thes job for the 
consumers. 


[Pelinka] Will there stil! he chambers? 


[Haider] Yes, but orly on a voluntary bass. The trade 
union 1s the classe instrument for purscing employees 
imterests 


[Pelinka] May 1) continue to exrt” 


[Haider] Yes. of course. It +s a voluntary associatoon. For 
20 years. | have been a member of the Private 
Employees’ Union. In fact, | would be a better workers 
leader than Vranitzky: as regards to social policies, | 
stand icft of the Social Democratic Party of Austria 
[SPOc}. 


[Pelinka] Otherwise, however, you place the Freedom 
Party of Austria [FPOc] “nght of the center” 


[Haider] In thes, 1 am only reacting to classifications that 
place us far to the extreme right. In reality, we ave nenther 
right nor left, but in front. 


[Pelinka] An old formula of the Greens.. 


{Haider} This means that we continue to dictate topics as 
before: Neutrality, the Third Republic. 


[Pelinka] The latest study by Plasser and Ulram diefines 
the FPOe as “authoritanan-rightist populist.” Do you 
see yourself as an authoritanan leader” 


[Haider] Not at all. Within the party, | am ‘far more 
cooperative than, for example, Friedrich Peter [former 
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FPO chawman], who was really authoritarian. If | 
entered into coalition negotiations Ikke Vranizky, 
without previously bnefing my party commutices before. 
thrs would result m an imternal revolutvon. We do not 
produce bemmungs like other partes. 


[Pelenka] Yet you show a striking sympathy for represen- 
tatrves of an authoritaran order m other fields, such as 
Brshop Krenn. for cxampic. 


[Hasder] We had a jornt public function, our relations 
were not particularly close. 


[Peiomka] The study shows that you are working with 
black-and-white pictures and hostile mmages. 


[Harder] It did not completely digest the last election. As 
compared to former campaigns, our arguments were 
reserved, and thes has already had positive effects. The 
FPOr 1s an established party of the center that has a 
chance to take over important functiors. 


[Pelinka] Do you mean those of a government party in 
1998, with the help of the Austrian People’s Party 
fOeV P| after Buseck’ 


[Harder] one goes into a coalrtion, one has to shape its 
handwriting from the start. Now, we are of a size that 
makes people take us seriously, 80 that we are able to 
really make policies. | invested a lot mm the organization 
and the staff. In the next election everyone will be 
surprised by the interesting personalities with whom we 
will enter the government. 


[Pelonka] In a government of Haider and the OcVP. or 
also mm a government of Haider with an SPO8c after 
Vranitzky’ You made a apposite allusion to Androsch 
[former SPOc vice chancellor and finance minister]. 


[Harder] Basically, | do not care who makes me chan- 
cellor. The SPOc personnel office has to think about 
that. | only believe that Vranitzky will turn out to be 


superfluous. 


[Pelinka] In your entourage, i is rumored that the 
clomate 1s good for talks between you and your compa- 
trot Peier Kostelka.... 


| Hasder] As floor leader, he ts more afraid that this might 
harm him. 


[Pelonka] Once again. on a more realistic form: Buseck has 
ruled out any coalition. 


{Haider} Buseck will do anything to save himself. He is a 
man for all seasons. But the Oc VP will not go along with 
it for much longer, the falling away in the provinces is 
alarming: Ratzenboeck [Upper Austrian governor] 1s 
now making his escape, Kramer [Styrian governor] no 
longer attends any executive committee sessions, 
Purtscher [Vorarlb-r- governor] is no longer interested 
m all that, and Wergartner [Tirol governor] 1s cross 
because of the thwarted federal state reform. 
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{Pelinkz]) However. you would need some icading figure 
at the federal level. Do you see any hopefuls, such as 
Hoecht! [chairman of the Austrian Workers and 
Empioyees Association]. for example” 


[Hander; A bad black-and-white copy of 2 colored orginal. 
[Pelunka} And the org:nal 1s you 


[Hasder] The Oc VP will not compictely break apart. but 
it will lose totally m the cconomuc sphere. and also lose 
the power mm the Economic Chamber 


j?cimka] Thus, you will increasingly fish im black 
[OcVP] waters” Might you not unintentionally become 
the trailblazer of a traffic-light coalition m this way’ 


{Hasder] It does not have a majority mm the country. i 1s 
casy to be smelly if one has dirtied one’s pants. However, 


AUSTRIA 7 


anyway believe that we will be able to catch fatter fish m 
red [SPOc] waters in the next few years 


[Pelinka] Speaking of dirty pants: You yourself treat 
yourself to a Porsche for 1.5 millhons and you own an 
entire valicy. yet you have called for a net imcome tax 
limit of 60,000 schillings for politecians 


[Harder] We want a reasonable ratio between the + 
imum income and politicians’ salaries, for example one 
to five. | currently recerve 91,000 schillings net, nothing 
from my business in the Bacrental: As long as my uncle 
lives, he ss the 100-percent beneficiary. | saved the 
moncy for the Porsche. All my life, I have not really 
allowed myself much, | do not live im luxury, and | do 
not have a big apartment 








This report may contain copyrighted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
1s prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 














* BENELUX COUNTRIES 


Beigiurn 


Air Force Upgrades F-16 Equipment 
BR2I312141294 Antwerp GAZET VAN ANTWERPEN 
in Dutch 23 Dec 94 > 24 


[Report signed “FVdGH™: “At Last—Electromic Shield 
For F- 16's") 


[FBIS Translated Text] Work can now finally begin on 
fitting ECM's [Electronic Countermeasures] to the Ai 
Force F-16's. Due to the lack of such a sysiem. these 
fighter planes were not optimally equipped for genuinely 
dangerous missions above “enemy territory.” After thor- 
oughly testing the French “Carapace” ECM system with 
good results, thrs situation 1s now to change. 


Ait Force Chief of Staff Flight Lieutenant General 
Guido Vanhecke presented the Carapace system at Flo- 
rennes Airbase on Thursday [22 December]. He stressed 
that the F-16 is not just an aircraft, bul a weapons system 
which 1s only complete with the addition of one pilot, 
arms, and ECM. With hindsight. the 1982 decision to 
postpone work on the ECM for reasors of economy. after 
1.5 billion Belgian francs [BF] had already been spent on 
developing the seif—designed Rapport Ill system. has 
provided certain benefits. The Carapace. developed by 
French Dassault Electronique since 1989, 1s much faster, 
covers a greater frequency spectrum, and is significantly 
more sensitive than previous systems. 


Passive 


Rapport Ill informed the pilot that he was under threat, 
corresponding to the passive ECM defense, and also 
automatically scramblec the locked-on radar waves. thus 
providing active defense. In order to reduce costs, the 
Carapace only provides the warning, displayed on a TV 
screen supplied by Barco, proposes the appropriate 
avoidance maneuver and, if nece« ary, automatically 
triggers the release of chaff or flares, 1m order to confuse 
the enemy radar or divert heat-secking rockets. Mcan- 
while, cheaper American active systems have become 
availabic. In Florennes on Thursday, the Air Force made 
a good show of ingenuity: On a surprisingly cheap and 
self-built test siand, it was effectively demonstrated that 
an ALQ-131 ECM nacelle with a large active interfer- 
ence capacity can be used with the passive Carapace. The 
nacelle, which 1s suspended beneath the F-16 belly. was 
leaned by the Netheriands Air Force. If money is avail- 
able. the F-16 can now also obtain “cheap” active 
electronic defease. 


The Carapace is now to be fitted to 100 F-16's, at a cost 
of BF7.5 billion. Under the compensation system, Das- 
sault Electronsque has involved around 15 Belgian com- 
panies in the project design, development, and produc- 
tion. This means BF4.5 billion in added value for 
Belgium. For many of these compamies, including Sie- 
mens Oostkamp. Barco, and Alcatel! Bell in Flanders, the 
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order 1s a useful reference and was coupled to a real 
transfer of advanced technology 


Three Carapace sysiems have already been fitted. The 
aircraft fitted with Carapace are drstingurshable sotcly by 
a small acrial housing beneath the front edge of the arr 
intake and minuscule acrials in the parachute housing 
beneath the rudder. The polstecal significance of the new 
stem 1s that, in a few months time, Beigian F-16's can 
also be considered for possible NATO misssons and 
could, for exampic. relreve the Netherlanders abowe the 
former Yugoslavia. 


Netherlands 


State Secretary Comments on Schengen Viceting 
B22312134294 Rotterdam “RC HANDELSBLAD ir 
Dutch 22 Dec 94 p LS 


[Report by Birgit Donker: “Western <urope’s Border 
Controls To Go m March 1995"] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Bonn, 22 Dec-—Border con- 
trols detween the Benelux, France, Germany, Portugal. 
and Spain are 'o be lifted from 2* March next year This 
was decided this morning follvwing talks in Bonn by 
members of governments of th - seven countries which 
signed the Treaty of Schengen © sck m 1985. 


“It was all settled unbelevably quickly and without any 
discussion.” Lieven Lenaerts. head of the Schengen 
secretariat. stated this morning. The implem=-ntation of 
the treaty, which was postponed again last year. 1s a 
victory for Ssermany, wtoch 1s strongly urging coopera- 
tron between the European L mon member states mm the 
area of law enforcement. 


With the entry into force of the ©-hengen Treaty. people 
will be free to travel within the seven signatory countres 
without passports controls from March next year. |pas- 
sage omiticd] 


Implementation of the Schengen Treaty was postponed 
again last vear because the © -hengen Information Svstem 
(SIS), the central computer stor:ng police data from the 
signatory states, was not yet “oerational. There were also 
political objections, particclarly 1 France. where 
Charles Pasqua, minister of state for interior and terr- 
torial developments, oppored the liberal drug policy im 
the Netherlands. 


Pati)... Netherlands secreiary of state for foresgn affairs, 
spoke this morning of an “exceptionally goud result.” 
Patijn reported that “not one word was spoken™ un the 
subject of the Netherlands drug policy during “he one- 
hour meeting. In November of this year, Minester of 
State Pasqua was still threatening that France would not 
lift its border control* unless the Netherlands cracked 
down harder against drugs trafficking Patyn attributes 
the French objections to the implementation of the 
Schengen Treat, primarily to the “fickle election cl- 
mate” im France. 
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Chancellor Notes Excellent Economic Year 


MS2312100494 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH in 
English 23 Dec 94 p 18 


{Report by Anne Segall: “Britain in Surplus For The 
First Time in Esght Years™] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Britain achieved its first current 
account surplus in nearly eight years in the third quarter as 
the improvement in the country’s trading performance 
gathered momentum. Government statisticians reported a 
surplus of 846m pounds after a deficit 1.1 billion pounds in 
the previous quarter and of 2.1 billion pounds in the 
corresponding quarter a year carlier. 


The shift from deficit to surplus reflected a narrowing of 
the gap on trade from 2.4 billion pounds to 1.5 billion 
pounds and a jump from |.3 billion pounds to 2.4 billion 
pounds in Britain's traditional surplus on “invisibles.” 
City earnings received a 700m pounds boost from bank 
activities in the “swaps” markets, while income from 
money invested abroad also rose strongly. 


The Chancellor. Kenneth Clarke. said the figures cro ned 
an excellent year for the economy. “Output has grown by 4 
per cent. employment has risen by over a third of a million. 
inflation has remained below 3 per cent for the longest 
period since 1961 and the current account 1s now back in 
surplus for the first time in almost eight years.” he said. 
“British businesses are winning in the markets of the world. 
We are selling more goods and services abruad than at any 
time in our history.” 


In past recoveries, consumer demand for imported goods 
has tended to overwhelm the country’s earnings from 
exports, forcing successive governments to slam on the 
brakes. But separate figures from the Central Statistical 
Office yesterday showed that this time exports are 
driving the economy. They accounted for all of the 3.8 
per cent rise in gross domestic product in the third 
quarter and a large proportion of the year-on-year rise in 
GDP of 4.1 per cent. 


Britain last achieved a surplus in the first quarter of 1987 
and the last time the accounts balanced over 2 full year 
was in 1985. During the late 1980s, soaring imports 
pushed the balance of payments in to ever-deeper deficit 
A record gap of 22.5 billion pou. 4s was recorded in 
1989. 


The deficit for the year as a whole is now likely to be 
smaller than the 4 billion pounds figure pencilled in by 
the Chancellor in his Budget forecast just a few weeks 
ago and well down on the 11.2 pounds billion deficit 
recorded in 1993. The gap for the first nine months is 
running a just 1.7 billion pounds against an equivalent 
9.2 billion pounds in 1993. 


The North Sea oil recovery has boosted earnings from oil 
but trade in goods has also shown a dramatic improve- 
ment, with export earnings up by 14 per cent over the 


past year. 


UNITED KINGDOM . 


The trend in invisibles has also been upward, alinough 
the third quarter jump reflected som.. -pecial factors. 


Treasury Chief Secretary, Jonathan Aitken, described 
the figures as “marvellous” and his enthusiasm was 
echoed in the City. John Shepperd of Yamaichi Interna- 
tional said: “Of all the trends in 1994 the most importart 
and fundamental was the improvement in the trade 
accounts.” 


Michael Saunders of Salomon Brothers said the trans- 
formation of the current account was due to a “powerful 
mix of the mght ingredients, including a competitive 
currency and tight fiscal policies which have kept the lid 
on domestic demand.” 


Net disposable income after tax rose by 1.5 per cent in 
the third quarter but most of the extra money went into 
savings. The savings ratio rose from 9.6 per cent to 10.5 
per cent. 


German Atomic Power Station Cancels Thorp 
Contract 


MS2412113794 London THE TIMES in English 
24 Dec 94 p 20 


[Report by Ross Tieman: “Germans Cancel Thorp Con- 
tract™] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] BNFL [British Nuclear Fuels 
Limited], Britain's state-run nuclear fuel company, has 
suffered the first cancellation of a contract to reprocess 
fuel for a German atomic power station at its 2.8 billion 
pound Thorp plant, at Sellafield. 


Managers fear they could lose up to half their business 
with Germany in the next century as power companies 
there switch to dry storage .. spent fuel after a change in 
German law. 


Cancellation of the 100 million pound German contract 
came as BNFL said it was close to agreement with 
Nuclear Electric, Britain's biggest state generator, for a 
15 billion [U.S. trillion] pound, 88-year contract to 


supply and reprocess fuel. 


Directors of BNFL insisted that commitments from 
Britain, France and Europe, which will keep the plant at 
full stretch until 2005, were robust. A spokesman said 
the Cumbrian plant remains on course to cover its costs 
and reap a 500 million pound profit during the first 
decade of operation. 


But the decision by managers of the Krummel plant, 
near Hamburg in north Germany, to cancel the repro- 
cessing contract will be seen as a blow. The plant, jointly 
owned by HEW and Preussen Elektra, was to have sent 
125 tonnes of spent fuel to Sellafield for reprocessing 
between 2005 and 2015. 


But since a change in German law opened the way for 
dry storage of spent fuel, German atomic plant operators 
have begun to question whether reprocessing is the best 


strategy. 
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BNFL is understood to have concluded that under a 
“worst-case” scenario, reprocessing work for German 
plant operators could be halved in the secord decade of 
Thorp operation to 650 tonnes. 


Dry storage of spent fuel, in preference to reprocessing, is 
attracting increased interest. Scottish Nuclear is awaiting 
a decision from lan Lang, the Scottish Secretary, on its 
application to switch to dry storage of spent fuel at its 
two advanced gas-cooled stations. The company claims 
dry storage 1s cheaper. It 1s also supported by environ- 
mental groups, which oppose reprocessing. 


werman operators were expected to have taken some 20 
per cent of Thorp’s capacity during the second decade of 
operation. Managers are hoping to find extra work from 
the Far East to replace the lost contract. 


The economics of the Thorp plant are heavily dependent 
on work fcr overseas customers. During the first decade 
of operation, only about a third of capacity will be 
needed to reprocess fue! from British atomic plants. The 
remainder has been sold to nuclear operators in Japan 
and continental Europe. 


London Abandons Redress Fund Plan for Former 
POW's 

OW’ 2412064094 Tokyo KYODO in English 0531 GMT 
24 Dec 94 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] London, Dec. 24 KYODO— 
Britain has been obliged to abandon its idea of a redress 
fund for former soldiers taken prisoner by the Japanese 
Army during World War Il after Japanese companies 
refused to offer donations, British Government sources 
said Friday [24 December]. 


Following the failure of the plan, a group of former 
British prisoners of war (POWs) said it will file a suit 
along with former POWs from other countries against 
the Japanese Government for compensation. 


Britain decided to give up the attempt in early December 
afier Japanese companies, including Mitsubishi Corp, 
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Toyota Motor Corp. and Nissan Motor Co., all refused 
to support the idea, the sources said. 


The redress fund was proposed by Prime Minister John 
Major in September last year whea he held talks with 
then Prime Minister Morihiro Hosokawa during a visit 
to Japan. 


Although they confirmed that war reparation issues 
between the two countries were settled by the 1951 San 
Francisco Peace Treaty, major proposed a private-level 
redress plan for former POWs by Japanese comoanies 
which used them as forced labor during World War II. 


Major set up a redress fund in may this year and the fund 
asked for compensation in the form of donations from 
several Japanese companies which allegedly cooperated 
with the Japanese Imperial Army during the war. the 
sources said. 


However, all the companies refused when fund represen- 
tatives visited Japan in November, saying they had not 
engaged in forcing prisoners into labor or giving other 
reasons. 


After the failure of the negotiatiors, Major sent a letter 
to Prime Minister Tomiichi Murayama to convey his 
regret and to again ask for cooperation on the reparation 
issue, they said. 

The Japanese labor camp survivors association, a British 
group of former POWs, and four other groups in the 
United States, Australia and New Zealand, will file a suit 
with the Tokyo District Court at the end of January 
seeking a total of 506 million dollars from the Japanese 
Government, the group said. 


The five groups comprising some 23,000 members were 
scheduled to file a joint suit in May last year seeking 
22,000 dollars in compensation per plaintiff from the 
government but suspended the action to see how the 
fund proposal would work out, the British group's lawyer 
Martyn Day said. 


Day said the groups are ready to file another suit against 
Japanese companies, including Mitsubishi Corp., m the 
future. 
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Chretien Rejects Quebec Membership in NAFTA 
LD2112174894 Montreal Radio Canada International 
in English 1430 GMT 21 Dec 94 


[Report by Alvin Cater, CBC News, Ottwal] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Canada’s prime minister says it 
has been a good year for Canada. In extending his 
holiday wishes to Canadians, Jean Chretien says encour- 
aging signs of economic recovery have inspired a new 
sense of hope and confidence. He says Canadians should 
use the holidays to savor their good fortune and 
remember those who are less fortunate. 


On another subject, the prime minister suggests that if 
the province of Quebec should separate from Canada it 
might have trouble becoming a member of NAFTA. 
Alvin Cater explains: 


[Cater] In Jacques Parizeau’s mind, in the mind of his 
Parts Quebecois government, there 1s simply no question 
about an independent Quebec membership in the 
NAFTA. It would be automatic, because Quebec would 
be entitled to belong to the same international treaties 


CANADA il 


and alliances as the country it wants to separate from. 
The prime minister says his separatist adversaries are 
making a terribly wrong assumption. 


[Begin Chretien recording] Come on. It's Canada who ts 
in NAFTA, not Quebec. And :f they split, they will have 
to apply just like Brazil has ayplied and Argentina. [end 
recording] 


[Cater] But Chretien doesn't stop there. Applying for 
membership in the NAFTA club ts one thing, he says, 
getting in is another and he raises the specter of the 
government in the rest of Canada saying no to Quebec. 


[Begin Chretien recording] So Quebec, they might be 
accepted, but Canada will have a veto, United States will 
have a vetc, Mexico will have a veto, and Chile—if Chile 
comes in this year—will have a veto. [end recording] 


[Cater] These are harsh words from the prime minister. 
By staking out an increasingly hard line, Chretien risks 
provoking a backlash in Quebec and giving his separatist 
foes the ammunition they need. Alvin Cater, CBC News, 
Ottawa. 
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Kinkel: No Way To Exert Influence in Chechnya 
AU 2412153394 Munich ARD Television Network in 
German 2130 GMT 23 Dec 94 


[Interview with Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel by 
Martin Schulze in Bonn; date not given—recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Schulze] Mr. Kinkel, why is the 
West keeping silent [on the Chechnya problem]? 


[Kinkel] What 1s happening in Chechnya is a tragedy for 
both parties. Of course, it is terrible that a military 
confrontation should be taking such a course. We must 
realize that, on the one hand, we have to be interested in 
stability in Russia, while. on the other hand, Chechnya 
has been doing as it pleases with the Russian Govern- 
ment for quite some time now. Yeltsin offered Dudayev 
an autonomy regulation last spring. which he rejected. A 
political solution must be found quickly. 


[Schulze] What side are you on” Are you on Yeltsin's 
side” 


[Kinkel] We have always counted on the reformist forces 
in Russia, which means Yeltsin. He is facing an 
extremely difficult situation. Let me repeat: We are very 
much interested in Russia remaining stable. This is an 
internal conflict, and it is extremely difficult to exert any 
influence from the outside—all the more so because we 
have no way of influencing one of the two parties in the 
conflict. We have talked to the other side. We talked to 
the Russian deputy foreign minister here yesterday. 


[Schulze] But Yeltsin 1s being criticized by his own 
people. He is being criticized by the parliament, by parts 
of the Army. Can you understand that? 


[Kinkel] I do understand it, because—just as we here— 
people feel that what is going on there is terrible. And 
that 1s why Ye:.<°n has to come to an agreement with his 
parliament. He cannot be helped from the outside. The 
situation is very difficult, and there 1s no cheap solution. 


[Schulze] Does that mean that the West musi continue to 
look on without acting? 


[Kinkel] The West has practically no way to exert any 
influence from the outside. Let me repeat, this is an 
internal Russian conflict. And, of course, | also under- 
star-d the Russian Government, which does not want to 
let cart of its country simply drift away. However, the 
confrontation as it is pursued at the moment is very, very 
tragic and sad. And that is why the bloodshed must be 


stopped first of all. 
[Schulze] And we cannot help? 


[Kinkel] Unfortunately, there 1s not much we can do 
from the outside, not even via the CSCE, because both 
parties would have to agree to such help. 


[Schulze] Thank you very much, Mr. Kinkel. 
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Ruehe: Chechnya Events Endanger Maneuvers 


AU2712101894 Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 
26 Dec 94 p 17 


{[Unattributed report: “Maneuvers Endangered” ] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Defense Minister Volker Ruche 
(Christian Democratic Union) sees the plans for joint 
maneuvers of the Bundeswehr and the Russian Army 
endangered. The reason is Moscow's violent course of 
action against the renegade Republic of Chechnya. 
Ruehe fears that at present it is hard to present close 
cooperation with the Russian military to the Germans. 
However, the defense minister still wants to stick to his 
intention to hold the first joint maneuver for UN peace 
missions near St. Petersburg in August. A Bundeswehr 
company would participate in the exercise, which ts to be 
finally agreed upon during Russian Defense Minister 
Pavel Grachev’s visit to Bonn in February. 


Defense Ministry: Planes, Crews Ready for 
Bosnia 


LD2612184994 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 1521 
GMT 26 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn (DDP/ADN)—The 
German Defense Ministry has rejected claims by Bund- 
estag deputy Juergen Koppelin of the Free Democratic 
Party that some of the Tornado aircraft Germany has 
offered for use in a possible withdrawal of UN troops 
from Bosnia are only of limited use. The six Tornados 
offered for visual reconnaissance missions are techni- 
cally operational and their crews are fully trained, a 
ministry spokesman said in Bonn today. 


Koppelin had said that of the Tornados stationed at 
Reconnaissance Squadron 5! in Jagel in Schlieswig- 
Holstein, only nine were equipped with so-called recon- 
naissance containers [aufklaerungsbehaelter]}. Because of 
the comprehensive maintenance these reconnaissance 
containers require and the “pilots’ very limited experi- 
ence with reconnaissance flights” the Tornados are only 
of limited use for visual reconnaissance. So far, the pilots 
have been mainly flying fighter aircraft, Koppelin said. 


US. Visits Attempt at ‘Upgrading Karadzic’ 


AU2312144194 Hamburg DIE ZEIT in German 23 Dec 
94 p7 


{Article by Michael Thumann: “Visit to Fortified Vil- 
lage”) 

[FBIS Translated Text] One month ago, the U.S. Admin- 
istration still wanted to bomb the Serbs. Three weeks 
ago, Defense Secretary William Perry stated briefly and 
cooly that the Muslims have lost the war. Four days ago, 
former President Jimmy Carter set out to negotiate at his 
own risk with Serb leader Karadzic in Pale—but with the 
blessing of the administration. 
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The U.S. policy in the Bosnian war cannot be reproached 
for lack of flexibility, a more radical aboutface was not 
possible. While Britons, French, and Russians are 
seeking the road via Serb President Milosevic, an invet- 
erate opponent of Karadzic, to make progress in Bosnia, 
Washington does not shrink from upgrading Karadzic by 
visits to his fortified village. Carter has U.S. predeces- 
sors. In early December, Charles Redman, Washington's 
ambassador to Bonn, traveled to Pale to palatably 
present the contact group's peace plan to the Serbs, who 
are craving land. Its newly interpreted version holds out 
the prospect of a confederation with Serbia to the 
Bosnian Serbs and grants changes of the map. as long as 
the Muslims and Croats get 5! percent of Bosnia. 
Karadzic signalled an agreement. in the negotiations he 
will want to exchange cow pastures for cities and indus- 
tnal areas. 


This is the business basis for Carter's talks in Pale and 
Sarajevo. The American has already repeatedly amazed 
the world by his skill in negotiations. His mediation in 
the Eritrea conflict, in North Korea, and Haiti added to 
his credit more than his term in the White House. As he 
once said, his motto ts to listen “to the small people who 
have committed some human rights violations” and to 
help them “to make themselves heard.” 


So far, Karadzic has not suffered from not being listened 
to. Two and a half years of meaningless negotiations 
have passed with his tricks and empty phrases. He who 
talked to him was not able to rely on anything. However, 
the Serb is not Carter's only obstacle. The mission of the 
former President is based on an invitation from Pale, 
which discredits him in the opinion of the Muslims. The 
reception én Sarajevo was accordingly cool. People there 
ask themselves anyway what it means that the West and 
the Russians only want to negotiate on the “basis” of the 
peace plan in the future. It was orginally a do-or-die 
offer, which was accepted by the Muslims and Croats, 
but rejected by the Serbs. Now they accepted the plan as 
a “negotiating basis.” Is all that to be brought up once 
again—at Karadzic’s will? It will not be easy for the 
mediator to induce the Muslims to accept new compro- 
mises. 


Moreover, so far Carter has gotten little support from the 
powers, which are jealously guarding their interests: 
London. Paris, and Moscow show little sympathy for the 
American because he circumvents Milosevic, who is 
pampered by them. For the time being, Bonn also does 
not lift a finger—it might be burned. And even Wash- 
ington keeps a certain distance: Carter is traveling as a 
private person, it is stated, if he fails, it will be his 


problem. 


However, all are relieved that Carter traveled to Bosnia. 
He is entertaining the audience in front of the television 
screens at home with some handshakes on the Bosnian 
stage and in this way he 1s relieving the powers, which 
cannot think of anything better. Perhaps Carter can 
wrest from the Serbs what the United Nations has not 
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managed to do: the reliable opening of Sarayevo airport 
and the reestablishment of the cease-fire im the city. 
Perhaps he can even commit Muslims and Serbs to a 
permanent armistice in Bosnia-Herzegovina. No matter 
what Carter will cause, it can hardly be less than the 
previous mediators have achieved. 


Scharping Letter Stresses NATO “Obligations” 
AU2312144094 Frankfurt/Main FRANAFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 23 Dec 94 p 2 


[“ban™-signed report. “Scharping Recalls Alhance Obh- 
gations] 


[FBIS Translated Text] In a letter to members of the 
party executive board and the Bundestag growp. Rudolf 
Scharping. Social Democratic Party of Germany [SPD] 
party chairman and the chairman of the SPD Bundestag 
Group, expressed approval for German participation in 
providing protection for the withdrawal of UN Blue 
Helmets from Bosnia-Herzegovina. Scharping pointed to 
German obligations vis-a-vis the NATO alliance and the 
states that had sent Blue Helmets to former Yugoslavia. 
In the letter, the existence of which became known on 
Thursday [22 December]. Scharping called on the SPD 
to take account of these views in its public statements. 
He said this position was based on consultations within 
the appropriate Bundestag Group working parties and 
“intensive contacts with heads of government from 
European social democratic ranks.” Thus, with his letter, 
Scharping has indirectly reyected the ideas expressed by 
his deputies on the party executive board. Heidemarie 
Wieczorek-Zeul, and Oskar Lafontaine. who have both 
opposed German participation in providing protection 
for withdrawing UN Blue Helmets. 


The tetter states: “NATO contingency planning for pro- 
viding protection for the withdrawal of UN Blue Hel- 
mets—although politically undesirable. a withdrawal 
cannot be ruled out—1s an entirely natural matter in 
view of the involvement displayed by states that have 
dispatched forces, involvement that 1s fraught with risks 
and entails considerable sacrifices.” In view of the con- 
sequences, Scharping wrote. “German participation in 
NATO measures to provide protection for a withdrawal 
of UN Blue Helmets that might become necessary 1s not 
only an obligation toward the states that have dispatched 
forces, but is also undoubtedly an alliance obligation 
when NATO receives an appropriate UN request.” 
Should a withdrawal become necessary. then the risk of 
involvement in armed clashes has to be kept to a 
minimum. It does not make sense to discuss the specific 
elements of a German contribution. “What 1s more 
important is that we bear in mind that NATO 1s an 
alliance that has pledged to share burdens.” In view of 
the crisis in which NATO finds itself, “if Germany were 
to point to the military means possessed by other NATO 
partners and refuse to use its own military capacity, that 
would strengthen centrifugal forces within NATO.” That 
is why Scharping issued a reminder that the SPD must be 
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clear about the consequences of its decision for the 
party's “foreign policy mmage and its possibilities of 
exercising influence.” The Bundestag can only make a 
decision once the government has provided more infor- 
mation. 


Scharping expressed the view that it would be rather 
unlikely that the Unsted Nations and NATO would 
approve the deployment of German Tornadoes. 


Juppe, Kinkel Discuss EU Issues 


AU 2312144394 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 23 Dec 94 p 2 


[“C.G.-signed report: “France's Foreign Minister Calls 
Carter's Trip ‘Useful ] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn, 22 December—French 
Foreign Minister Juppe rs currently visiting the capital 
cities of European Union (EU) member-states in prepa- 
ration for France's assumption of the EU presidency for 
a period of six months at the beginning of next year. On 
22 December. he held a meeting in Bonn with Foreign 
Minister Kinkel. Germany's presidency of the EU ends 
in a week's time. Germany and France see themselves as 
being united in their European efforts. Juppe and Kinkel 
discussed the implementation of the decisions adopted 
by the European Council in Essen on 11 December. 
Speaking in Bonn about the negotiating attempt by 
former American President Carter, Juppe said that every 
effort to achieve peace ts useful. However, it first has to 
be established whether the cease fire brokered by Carter 
will be observed. Juppe said that Carter had reaped the 
fruits of what UN envoy Akashi had been sowing for 
weeks. 


Juppe expressed fears that the hope of a resumption of 
the diplomatic process might be based on misunder- 
standings. The acceptance of the Geneva peace plan on 
the distribution of Bosnian territory remains a precon- 
dition for the Contact Group. Once it has been accepted, 
then other possibilities such as the exchange of territories 
and the constitutional position of the Republic of 
Bosnia-Herzegovina could be examined. Juppe reported 
that Bosnian Prime Minister Silajdzic had spoken 
“frankly” at a meeting in Paris. On the other hand, the 
ideas expressed by Serbian leader Karadzic in statements 
following consultations with Carter are unacceptable. 
That is why the assessment of Carter's efforts can only be 
one of limited optimism. 


According to Juppe, the views of Germany and France 
on the conflict in Bosnia have moved much closer 
together over the past 18 months. Cooperation within 
the Contact Group has proceeded smoothly. “We want 
Germany to be fully integrated into the process, because 
it wields influence over certain parties in the conflict,” 
said Juppe, referring to Croatia. According to the forsign 
minister, France would have liked to have seen German 
participation in Bosnia. However, France understands 
the constitutional difficulties—they have been removed 
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now—and the historical problems that have resulted in 
Germany not being able to send ground troops to Bosnia. 
However, the civilian aid provided by Germany is to be 
welcomed. 


Juppe said that when France announced the possibility 
of a withdrawal of the UN forces, Paris was urged to keep 
its troops there by President Milosevic in Belgrade, 
Bosnian government leader Silaydzic, and everyone cise. 
Juppe said: “France is prepared to stay, but that ts 
difficult under the current circumstances.” 


Juppe regretied that The Hague military meeting at the 
beginning of the week had failed to decide to bolster the 
UN Blue Helmet forces with helicopters and other 
means of transportation, to step up the airlift, and to 
create a corridor for safe access to Sarajevo. “France 
would like Germany to think about about how it can help 
to strengthen the UN troops.” Juppe rejected the 
assumption that France favors the Serbs. These kinds of 
outdated debates should end. Twenty-two of France's 
men have lost their lives and 300 have been wounded. 
“That did not happen to protect the Serbs.” France 
would, however, also tell the Moslems “unpleasant 
truths.” 


Juppe announced that a convention on Europol would 
be signed during France's presidency of the EU. He said 
that it must be ensured that police in EU member-states 
have the same access to information as Europol officials. 
As an organization, Europol could not replace coopera- 
tion between governments and national police forces. 
Juppe said that he could not envisage any fundamental 
difficulties arising at the upcoming EU interior minister 
consultations on Europol. 


The foreign minister said that the transition to the third 
stage of European monetary union would “not be auto- 
matic.” If—and France would like this to happen—it is 
possible to make important decisions that arnount to a 
renewal of the EU acts, it is conceivable that national 
governments would “turn to their peoples” and refer- 
enda would take place between 1996 and 1998. 


The French EU presidency will accord priority to growth 
and employment. Juppe said that tasks in this field 
would involve the financing of an international transpor- 
tation network and an offensive trade policy on the part 
of the EU. A second factor is that it has not been possible 
to make Europe synonymous with peace: “We have 
Bosnia.” That is why the French presidency will attach 
importance to “security as coming next after employ- 
ment.” The conference on stability must be concluded, 
the operational possibilities for the WEU have to be 
strengthened, and effort to find a political solution to 
Bosnia must be advanced. Juppe rejected speculation 
that France and Germany were growing apart. There was 
not one case of France opposing Germany in the past 
two years. The current debate about the advan.ement of 
European unification had made “points of convergence” 
evident. Like Germany, France also wants the EU to be 
expanded to include the states of Central and Eastern 
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Europe. However, the warnings issued by Bonn’s 
Finance Minister Waigel on the costs of an expansion 
that proceeds too quickly are realistic. Speaking about 
the debates on various speeds in the context of deep- 
ening the EU. Juppe said: “In an expanded Europe, 
everyone will be able to do everything immediately, it 
has to be accepted that some will proceed more rapidly 
than others.” The Maastricht Treaty already envisages a 
different approach to monetary union. Ne same thing is 
also conceiveble in the defense field. 


One should avoid a theoretical debate about federalism. 
What is much more advisable is a pragmatic response to 
questions about what powers the European Council 
should have as a decisionmaking center and what powers 
should be possessed by the Brussels Commission as an 
executive agency. Assessments of the European Parlia- 
ment differ. In response to Germany's wish for a 
strengthening of the European parliament, Juppe said 
that the Strasbourg deputies had recently acquired bud- 
getary powers. France favors “democratization through 
the strengthening of national parliaments.” This is what 
has given rise to the idea that a second European 
chamber should be established to reflect the will of 
national parliaments. Juppe did not indicate whether he 
supported such an idea. 


Kinkel Calls For Majority Decisions in EU 
Council 


LD2712092994 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 0124 
GMT 27 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] Berlin (DDP/ADN)—Federal 
Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel has called for a common 
foreign and security policy in the European \Jnion (EU) 
at the end of the German presidency of the Council. In 
an interview with the Berlin newspaper BERLINER 
ZEITUNG (Tuesday [27 December] edition), Kinkel 
also spoke out against the present requirement for una- 
nimity in the EU Council of Ministers. Foreign policy 
decisions, which can be associated with regional activi- 
ties, should always be adopted by the council on the basis 
of a majority, he said. 


The German foreign minister advised that the EU 
should move away from the working methods of the late 
60's. In the future, it is “crucial that the EU improve its 
scope for action in foreign and security policy.” he 
stressed. The options for a common policy stipulated 
hitherto in the EU treaty—that is, the formulation of 
joint stances and joint action—are “cumbersome and 
completely insufficient,” Kinkel said. The EU needs 
more instruments and improved procedures in order to 
be able to act powerfully, quickly, and flexibility in 
stabilizing neighboring regions, especially central and 
eastern Europe and the Mediterranean region, and in 
safeguarding its global interests. 


In view of the task of averting crises, resolving conflicts, 
and preventing wars, coordination within the EU must 
function smoothly in the future, the Free Democratic 
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Party chairman <:id. The new members—Finland, Aus- 
tria, and Sweden—have decades of experience in coop- 
erating n peacekeeping measures, by using military 
means if required. 


Schaeuble Views EU Integration Issues 


AU2212212794 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 22 Dec 94 p 7 


[“na”-signed report: “Schaeuble Favors Dual Majority” 


[FBIS Translated Text] Duesseldorf—W olfgang Schaeu- 
ble, chairman of the CDU/CSU [Christian Democratic 
Union/Christian Sociai Union] Bundestag Group, 
pointed out that substantial politica’ progress is needed 
before monetary union can take place al a symposium 
held by the French Europe movement in Paris. He said 
that, in addition to economic integration, the most 
important task for the 1996 government conference is to 
improve ways of developing a common foreign and 
security policy. 

If deepening and expansion have to occur at the same 
time and have to occur now, then it is necessary for all 
the EU members to be involved in the process. That is 
why Schaeuble and his friends are in favor of a transition 
period during which members that want and are able to 
integrate should proceed ahead of the rest. However. the 
purpose of that is not to leave out others, but to 
encourage others to become involved too. If the tempo is 
dictated by the slowest, European unification will fail. 
Schaeuble said: “It is not important whether one should 
term the process one of variable geometry or of different 
speeds as long as no one is left out and that the goal of 
equal integration for all is not abandoned.” 


Controversy Over Statehood 


At the same time, Schaeuble recalled that without 
Franco-German cooperation, the European unification 
process would never have started and that without 
Franco-German friendship it would still collapse today. 


According to Schaeuble, the debate between Germany 
and France concerns the question of whether the Euro- 
pean Union should acquire the character of a state, that 
is, whether the European unification process should 
make the nation-state obsolete. Schacuble said that for 
the present time and for what “we believe we can 
forecast and determine,” the continued existence of the 
nation state is imperative. 


Promoting Agreement 


At the same time, Schaeuble called for honesty in the 
debate on sovereignty. He pointed out that no nation 
State, in any case no nation state in Europe, can guar- 
antee security for its citizens by itself. The European 
Union already possesses some of the elements of a state. 
Schaeuble said: “The issue is something quite new, a 
question of European statehood as such, that is to say, it 
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is not a matter of a staichood in a federation- or 
confederation-like sense, but of a common European 
statehood.” 


Statehood calls for decisionmaking ability. In Schaeu- 
ble’s view, the ability to make decisions requires a 
majority decisionmaking system. In the case of uncer- 
tainty, majorities in Europe must consist of a dual 
majority, that ts to say, a population majority and a 
majority of member states. Majoritics should also be 
higher than 50 percent, because the need for larger 
majorities—a two-thirds majority—requires and pro- 
motes more consensus. 


Schacuble expressed support for proposals made by 
Alain Lamassoure. The French European affairs min- 
ister has proposed that there should be more openness 
about the functioning of the Council of Ministers—that 
IS, openness regarding debate and coordination—f it 1s 
to acquire legislative fumctions in addition to the parlia- 
ment. Schaeuble also ca!ied on the European Parliament 
to harmonize electors) law, set an upper limit on the 
number of members, extend joint decisionmaking pro- 
cesses to all areas of European legislation, and grant the 
European Parliament full rights regarding the mitiation 
of legislation. 

According to Schaeuble, the links between the European 
Parliament and the national parliaments should be 
strengthened further. That is why he p regular, 
institutionalized meetings as we!) 34 dual membership. 


Schaeuble said that the division 6e::-cen the govern- 
menta! functions of the council and ihe commission 
must be maintained in the same way as the division 
between the legislative functions of the European 
Council and the European Parliament. If the council 
acquires more decisionmaking powers, then the commis- 
sion’s responsibility vis-a-vis the council and parliament 
must be strengthened. In this area too, Schaeuble 
expressed support ‘or Lamassoure’s ideas about raising 
the status of the chairrnan of the commission in line with 
a directorate type of model or that of a secretary 

along the lines of the United Nations or NATO. 


in Schaecuble’s view, if, for example, the commission 
president were involved in the commission of members 
along with parliament, this would strengthen a feeling of 
supranationality on the part of commission members. 
Schaeuble said that this was a condition for achieving a 
reduction in the number of commission members. 


Herzog: Unemployment Socicty's ‘Worst Wound’ 
AU2512160194 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 24-25-26 Dec 94 p 2 


[“mes”-attributed report: “Herzog: Unemployment 
Threatens Community™} 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn—Federal President 
Roman Herzog has urged politicians and industry to 
make a greater effort to reduce unemployment. The 
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shortage of jobs is the “worst wound of our cffluent 
society,” the president says mm his Christmas address, 
which will be broadcast by radio and television this 
weekend. In spite of all social security systems, people do 
not only want to hear nice phrases telling them that they 
are needed. “They also want to be needed in terms of 
brains and hands.” 


This will be Herzog’s first Christmas address as federal 
president. At the turn of the year. Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl will speak on radio and television. Herzog’s specch, 
which was prereleased to newspapers on 23 December, is 
very intense. It concentrates on the social effects of 


long-term unemployment. and especially on the disap- 
pointment of people in eastern Germany. 


“It particularly disturbs me.” Herzog says “that many 
people im the eastern lacnder still believe that with 
German unity and their regained freedom they have lost 
out personally. And they get this mmpression, in spric of 
the gained freedom, because they lost their jobs after the 
collapse of the GDR. Some people say that the wall 
collapsed ‘too early’ or they consider themselves as 
‘having lost out in the changes.” Such thinking goes in the 
wrong direction. Freedom never comes too carly. but 
freedom must not make anyone a loser cither. That is 
why it ts our foremost task to make everyone feel they 
are gaining from the new freedom,” the president says. 


This involves overcoming unemployment. If society farls 
to do this, it is not only abandoning individuals, but 11 ts 
endangering society as a whole, Herzog says. The 
country must also become much more friendly toward 
families, he says. The state has an important obligation 
in this field—for instance, in terms of tax policy, educa- 
tion, transport, and housing. But the state cannot do 
everything alone. “Families often need flexible work 
times— that 1s where industry comes in. They need 
somewhere to live—that 1s where we need landlords to 
help. Mothers must be cased of their burdens—that 1s 
where the fathers’ approach comes im....” That means it 
is up to everyone, whether society has a face of solidarity 
or of irresponsibility. 


Herzog's speech is based on the keynote that Christmas 
is also about new beginnings. The Germans know that 
he, Herzog, does not think much of glossing over things 
and of false consolations. “If at Christmas the real light 
came into the world, as they say. then it did not come to 
spread emotional glitter, but to show what the world 
really looks like.” Looking across Germany's borders, 
one sees war, hunger, and misery, but onc can also see 
new beginnings, such as the first free clections in South 
Africa or the new peace process in the Middle East. 


Herzog thanked all the volunteers who take care of old 
and sick people. Anyone who unselfishly assumes tasks 
in other areas as well without immediately expecting a 
reward “is marking a new beginning of a human soci- 
ety,” the federal president emphasized 
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FDP Official Yiews Party, Deportation of Kurds 
AU2512180294 Berlin DIE WELT im German 24 Dec 
Gi p 2 


[Imterview with Guido Westerwellie, FDP secretary gen- 
eral, by Martina Fietz. place and date not given: “Klaus 
Kinkel Does Want To, And He Enjoys the Job™) 


[FBiS Translated Text] [Fictz] Even though 65 percent 
of the delegates at the Gera party congress have 
expressed their confidence im Free Democratic Party 
[FDP] Chairman Kinkel, 1 1s clear that the party 1s not 
backing him unreservedly. What does that mean for the 
future” 


[Westerwelle] All party chairmen have had to overcome 
problems. Just remember that, at one port, there were 
strong forces within the Christian Democratic Union 
that were trying to deprive Helmut Kohl of his power. In 
a situation lke that, a vote of confidence won with a 
two-thirds majority strengthens the party chairman. 


[Fietz] But with Helmut Kohl, one never got the impres- 
sion that he no longer wants to be party chairman... 


[Westerwelle}] Klaus Kinkel does want to, and he enjoys 
the job. We will be successful in the upcoming Landtag 
elections in Hesse and North Rhine Westphalia. 


[Fretz] Is the party backing him” 


[Westerwelle}] Yes. Gera has had a purifying effect. Also, 
the party congress has been considered a turning point. 
Chairman Klaus Kinkel will stand again im June when 
the entire executive committee of the party will be 
elected. 


[Fietz] You have pointed out that the FDP has to draw a 
clearer line to the other parties. How can you do that in 
the coalition” 


[Westerwelle] A coalition demands compromises. At the 
same time, someone must speak up for the pure FDP 
position. It 1s my strategy to win back voters who voted 
for the Greens or the Social Democratic Party. That 
broadens the basis of the coalitron. Just as the Union 
undertook the task of not letting any party grow strong to 
its right. the FDP has to gct the center voters committed 
it. 


[Fretz] What are the topics involved? 


[Westerwelle] We want to reduce the tax and coninbu- 
tion burden. It is no longer scceptable that jobs are 
driven abroad. as has happened recently through a 
decision by Mercedes [to build a mew type of car in 
France]. It has to be made clear that the FDP considers 
technological progress an opportunity rather than a risk. 


[Fietz] This will appeal to people oriented toward 
achievements. But are you not at the same time putting 
them off by saying no to tapping the apartments of 


gangsters’ 
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[Westerwelle] On the contrary, cconomic and social 
freedom are two sides of the same com. FDP voters want 
a sensible, achsevermeni-oncni.d economic policy. but 
they also want internal liberty. 


[Fietz] What findings can be presented by 20 January to 
enable a clear decrsson on the halt of the deportation of 
Kards’ 


[Westerwelle] We can analyze the sentences passed on 
the Kurdish parltamentarians. We can ask for a new 
situa':on report from Turkey and we might bring about a 
jomnt effort by the European Union. 


[Fictz] How can we gct ovt of the dilemma thai z 
deportation halt for entire groups can overrule the 


asylum compromise? 


[Westerwcile] There will always be some groups that you 
cannot deport for humanitarian reasons. It 1s. therefore, 
wrong that the refugee status, which the FDP has pushed 
through in the asylum compromise. is not being used. If 
we applied the status to certain groups. such as those 
from parts of rump Yugoslavia, the asyium procedures 
would be made casier. Once the reasons for the asylum 
are no longer there, these people could return home. This 
needs joint efforts by the federal and lacnder interior 
ministers. If thes is not possible, the law may have to be 
amended to allow for a majority decision to be taken. 


[Fictz] You have called for more foreigners to be 
recruited by the police. Do they have to be German 
citizens? 

[Westerwelle] Admitting foreigners to the police force 
would not require an amendment to the existing laws. 
According to the civil service law, foreigners can be given 
the status of police officers if there is an urgent require- 
ment. Preventing crimes among immigrants would be 
such an urgent requirement. Especially if you want to get 
mito certain criminal organizations vou need investiga- 
tors who speak the language and are familiar with the 
given culture. 


Ruese Wants To Maintain Number of Brigades, 
Garrisons 


AU2712121494 Berlin DIE WELT in German 27 Dec 
04 p2 


[“ms!” report: “Juggling With Garrisons and Units” ] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn—FRG Defense Minister 
Volker Ruche (Christian Democratic Union) wants to 
preserve the number of brigades in the German Army. 
The further closing down of garrisons is to be prevented. 
According to the Hardthoehe [Defense Minisiry head- 
quarters}, while the army leadership wants a smaller 
army. the political leadership of the ministry insists on 
the present structures. They make the speedy and incon- 
spicuous increase of the Bundeswehr to a total of 
370,000 men possibie. 
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Toward the Hardthoeche. Bundeswehr Defense Commis- 
ssoner Alfred Bichie called for “« larity about the strength 
of the affected and unms.” Bichle said: “Not 
only soldiers, but above all thei families are affected 
here.” In connection with the reduction of the armed 
forces to a peacetime sirength of 340.000 men. the 
Christian Social Union politician called for “safe plan- 
ning™ for the Bundeswehr. An cnd has to be put to the 
continuous restructuring. A “stable and solid planning 
for as long as possible™ is required. 


In 1994 the peacetime strength of the Bundeswehr of 
only 340,000 men was resolved because of the costs. 
Therefore, there will be a far smaller number of soldiers 
in many army units in the future. This met with criticism 
from the Bundeswehr officers. The Luftwafle and the 
Navy are less affected by these measures. 


Moreover, Biehle deplored that the Bundeswehr ranks 
low m the society and that basic military service 1s not 
attractive. In particular. military service also has to 
become more attractive by keeping the draftees close to 
their homes. 


Economic Institute Calls For Wage Moderation 


AU2212203894 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 22 Dec 94 p I 


[“are™ report: “HWWA for Continuing Wage Modera- 
tion”) 

{[FBIS Translated Text] Duesseldorf, 2! December— 
According to a new forecast by the Hamburg Archive of 
World Economy [HWWA] Institute in Hamburg. west 
German economic growth will be almost 2.5 percent this 
year and will be slightly higher than that in 1995. The 
east German GDP will increase by 9 percent in real 
terms in 1994 and in 1995 and the overall German GDP 
will go up by 3 percent cach year. 


According to the Kiel Interaational Economics Institute 
(I1fW) and the Munich Ifo Institute, for the third time in 
a week a forecast for 1994 has been revised upward. Only 
two months ago the autumn report, in which all three 
institutes participated, predicted a western growth of 2 
percent and an overall German growth of 2.5 percent in 
1994 and 2.5 percent and 3 percent respectively in 1995. 
While Ifo and HWWA approximately stick to this line 
for 1995, the IfW is now even more confident. It expects 
an acceicration in the west to 3 percent, in the east to 10 
percent and overall to 3.5 percent. 


The HWWA gives the wage policy a key role to growth. 
It recommends an employment-oriented wage policy. 
which includes, in particular, a continuing wage moder- 
ation in addition to more ficxible work time. The 
attempt to avoid the distribution for the benefit of the 
statc decided by the legislature through tax increases 
would dampen the inclination toward investments and 
thus the creation of new jobs and would raise the 
incentive for saving jobs, the HWWA warns. 
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Ife Predicts Upswing in Investments for 1995 


AU2312155894 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 23-24 Dec 94 p 4 


[“arr”-signed report: “Machines, Vehicles, and Elec- 
tronic Data Processing Experiencing an Upswing™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Duesseldorf, 22 December—As 
the Munich Ifo Institute for Economic Research 
expected a year ago. readiness for invesiments in Ger- 
many has intensified in 1994 because of the revival of 
foreign demand. The predicted recovery of the all- 
German development of investments after the deep 
slump im 1993 has taken place. 


Since the beginning of 1994, particularly domestic 
demand for machine-building products, as well as for 
office machine and electronic data processing equip- 
ment, has moved upward. The upswing for electrical 
mvestment goods and industrial vehicles 1s not yet so 
clear. The demand of companies for passenger cars has 
increased considerably, on the other hand. 


In the individual economic branches, investments have 
developed this year largely along the expected pattern in 
an optimistic scenario, the institute writes, based on the 
latest results of its investment test. The expenditures for 
investments have stabilized at the 1993 level in most 
economic sectors; in the processing industry, they did so 
even more quickly than expected. However, investments 
have grown strongly only in the sector of renting apart- 
ments and in other services. 


In general, the current November poll permits the expec- 
tation that fixed investments will rise by 5 percent in real 
terms (equipment: 2 percent, buildings: 8 percent) all 
over Germany and by 16 percent in the new laender. A 
year ago, 3 percent was predicted for all of Germany and 
11 percent for eastern Germany under favorable condi- 
tions. 


The clear improvement of the companies’ yields because 
of highcr capacity utilization, the abolition of unprofit- 
able jobs, and the moderate wage increases has had a 
favocable effect. Despite the rise in interests, one can, 
therefore, expect a continuation of the inves:ment 
upswing in 1995. Across all economic branches, 6 per- 
cent more expenditures for investments are to be 


expected. 


One of the supporters of this upswing will be the pro- 
cessing industry with an investment growth by 8 percent 
in real terms. Regarding other services, the inclination 
toward investments will be vivid (plus 12 percent); m 
retail trade and the construction sector (plus | and plus 
3 percent respectively), on the other hand, it will remain 
moderate because of the dampened developmen! of 
consumption and the weakening development of 
building activities. 

In eastern Germany, investment expenditures will 
increase strongly in all economic branches in 1995 
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compared with 1994, according to Ifo. In total. machine- 
building products. vehocles, office machines. and elec- 
tronic data processing equipment will benefit most from 
the development of investments 


The medimm-term path. which will be followed by the 
German investors. essentially depends on the international 
economic framework conditions. the further development 
of interests, and the effect of the consolidation of public 
budgcts on domestic demand. In favorable mmternationa! 
surroundings and with low interests in Europe. the expan- 
sive clements will overcompensaic the retarding effects of 
budgct consolidation. Ifo says. The positive development of 
sale could also initiate mayor investments for expansion 
The imstitute stresses: “Thies would be perhaps the last 
opportunity to modernize and restructure the industnes 
thal produce investment goods in the new laender.~ 


In more unfavorable imternationa! surroundings, 11 1s to 
be expected that the dampening effects from budget 


GERMANY 


consolidation would dominate and that domestic 
demand would grow only moderately. In the case of 
critical developments abroad and/or a continuation of 
the state increase in long-term interests on the micrna- 
tonal capital market, 1 cannot be ruled out that com- 
pany investments will suffer a sctback after 1995. 


Since there is a greater demand for the expansion of 
capacities only in the more favorable scenario, the 
investment paths are clearly different in the two ver- 
sions. However, investments are stimulated by infra- 
structure projects for transportation and 
telecommunuications im both the favorable and unfavor- 
able scenanos. These imvesiments are partly duc to 
German unification, and were partly caused by privati- 
zation and deregulation. In the medium term, the 
German market for office machines and date processing 


equipment will expand most strongly again. Ifo predicts. 
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Air France Flight Hijacked in Algiers 24 Dec 


Balladur Expresses Regret 
LD2412190794 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 1800 GMT 24 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The 8969 Air France flight for 
its 271 passengers were hyacked by four armed men at 
1115, shortly before takeoff. [passage omitted] 


One docs not know how the four men managed to board 
the arcraft. According to some accounts, which have 
been confirmed by Air France. they were wearing uni- 
forms similar to those of the staff on the runway and 
mixed with passengers and crew members in order to go 
through very strict checks. Negotiations with the Alge- 
man authorities are reported to have started. What is 
certain 1s that the abductors have gradually released 42 
of the 27! passengers. 


Eduoard Balladur. who is spending the weekend in 
Chamonix, has reacted to this event. Th ' prime minister 


France and all French nationals about this hostage 
taking. 


Juppe: France Ready io Assist Algeria 
LD2512121194 Paris LCI Television in French 1130 
GMT 25 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Text} The situation in Algiers 1s being 
closely monitored im France. A crisis unit was set up at 


Begin Juppe recording) As carly as yesterday, the 
rench prime minister said that F to 


ili 
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what their responsibilities of their posrteons are. in order 
to guarantee thew safety, contrary to what has been 
written or said here or there. [end recording] 


pees San p aanee Oa ae 
Edouard Balladur, who ts currently on holiday in Cha- 

moni, has decided to return to Pans to follow the 

situation concerning the hyacking in Algers. 


Juppe Interviewed on Hijacking 
£D2512202694 Paris TF-1 Television Network in 
French 1900 GMT 25 Dec 94 


{Interview with Foreign Minister Alain Juppe by uniden- 
tified reporter in Paris studio—tive] 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Reporter] Alain Juppe. we 
have just heard that shots have been fired near the 
Airbus gangway this evening. near the plane held by a 
commando. Have you got more details” 

[Juppe] | have heard thes like you have: the latest news | 
have had from Algiers tends to show that the tension has 
[Reporter, interrupting] The tension 1s diminishing 
despite these shots, is it” 

re Cena e ae 


ation is not interrupted. If you allow me, | would like to 
Say straight away that I am here to try and assess the 


qymiem which enables ws to be prevent ot the sirpor 
m 
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some of its importance. First of all. we let 1 be known... 
[pauses] the prime minister sard so and | also told my 
interlocutors, that we were ready to give the Algerians 
the technocal assistance they might have wished to solve 
the crisis. For the moment, thrs proposal has not had any 
effect. May I remind you that this is taking place m 
Algeria, under the responsibility of the Algenan author- 


ites. 


[Reporter] Does this mean that none of our crack troops 
are on the Algerian territory yet” 


Vuppe] No. Moreover, we are ready to take part mm any 
imitiative, talks or negotiations which would make nt 
possible to solve this tragedy. As | told you carher on. 
contact has not been broken. Right now, the Algerian 
authorities are holding talks with the hostage-takers. The 
captain 1s also in contact with those with responsibilitecs 
there. | don’! mean to raise premature hopes, bul we can 
say that the discussion process rs still underway 


[Reporter] Would you agree to let this plane take off for 
Paris” 


[Juppe] | told you earlier that I don't intend to speculate 
about the future—the near future even—since we can get 
news over the next couple of minutes or the next couple 
of hours. However, | told you that we are ready to 
consider any muitiative which would make it possible to 
find a solution to this tragedy. Don't ask me for more 
details right now. for the sake, again, of the safety of the 
hostages. which 13 our top priority. [passage omitted] 


[Reporter] Two members of the French Embassy are 
reported to be there too. 


[Juppe] They are among the passengers, but. as | said 
earlier, | don’! want to say who people are so that nobody 


1s endangered. 


[Reporter] Well, Mr. Juppe, journalist Catherine Jentile 
was saying just now that France is one of the few 
countnes to help Algeria Are we right to do so, when we 
see that really im the end it is turning against us. 


Juppe}] Well, we are not isolated im our help to Algeria. 
{I'm not mistaken, our European partners as a whole 
are giving aid to Algeria. In the same way, the great 
industrial powers decided in this past year to keep up 
this and. Furthermore, we are not supporting this or that 
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regime mm Algeria. | really want to stress thes. Our only 
side m Algerna ss democracy. And when | speak of 
democracy. | am addressing both the FiS fanatics, who 
are Obviously veo"sting 1. and all those who see repres- 
s0N OF ScCUTITy Measures as the only solution to the crisis 
that Algeria rs guang through at the moment. There has to 
be a movement toward dialoguc. the emergence of a 
democratic pole of attraction m Algeria, and clecions. 
That has been the constant position of France. and | 
wouldn'! want i to be carscatured or presented as a sort 
of blank check. 


[Reporter] You have cxpressed the wish several times 
that the French should leave the country as far as they 
have the means, as far as they can. Do you now envisage 
a possible closure of the emba sy, or think of asking Air 
France to give up the route” 


[Juppe] A lot of French people have left [word mndist-nct] 
French people who had been working im Algeria for 
several years, many of those working in our diplomatic 
or consular services, a lot of French people who were 
born mm Algeria. A large number of them remain in 
Algeria. | don’t think 1 would be wise to envisage a break 
m all the links between France and Algeria today, 
because as a result of history. as a result of our geograph- 
cal proumity, we have common interests. and relations 
of a kind that such a break would have considerable 
consequences. | think the line we have laid down, namely 
to appeal to all those whose presence 1s not absolutcly 
essential in Algeria to return to France. and preserving a 
flow of relations while adopting the broadest possible 
security measures 1s the line we must stick to. 


[Reporter] Thank you. Mr. Juppe. 


Plane Lands at Marseille Airport 


1D26120239904 Paris France-Into Radio in French 02345 
GMT 26 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] We have just thes second heard: 
The Ai France airbus has landed m Marseille. at the 
Marignane airport, just a few moments ago. There are 
173 people, including some 40 French, still being held 
hostage on board by an Islamic commando. Last night. a 
Frenchman was killed. 


Large Security Zone Established 


LD2612031594 Paris France-inter Radio Network in 
French 0300 GMT 26 Dee 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] The A00 Ai France Airbus 
which had been held by an Islamic commando at Algrers 
airport since Saturday [24 December] landed at 
Marseille-Marngnane Airport 30 minutes ago. On board 
are 172 passengers and crew and the five terrorists 
belonging to the Armed Islamic Group. Francois 
Lucaveau, you are there at Marignane Airport. Can you 
confirm that the plane has indeed landed” 


|Lucazeau] Yes, indeed. We have just had it confirmed. 
The plane landed at the end of the runway here at 
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Margnane Aiport at about 0330 (02%) GMT] We 
didn't hear the plane land bere wnsede the arrpom, «hoch 
means that 1 landed in the so-called crvil av atvon sector. 
some way from the buildings. We were told that there 
was rather a large *ccursty zone established around the 
plane. So for the moment. 1 ts smpossiblc to gc close oF 
even to film the aircraft. We have been told that negot- 
ations have just started there with Alam Grant. the 
prefect of police in Bouches-du-R hone 


So we have very little information for the mument 
Otherwise, the Marscille-Marignan - aurport 1s very calm 
There are quite a lot of polsce patrollong the buriding. and 
several mot police convoys have taken up positron m 
various pomts around the aurport. That 1s all | can tell 
you for the moment. 


We also saw members of the Algerian consulate arriving 
I think we shall have more mmformation im the next few 
minutes. 


Balladur Keeping Mitterrand Informed 


LD2612103394 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 1000 GUT 6 Dec C4 


[FBIS Translated Text] Edouard Balladur had a tcie- 
phone conversation with President Francors Mittcrrand 
this murning at around 1015 to discuss the hyacking of 
the Air France Airbus. Balladur spent the night at 
Matignon to follow the situation. As soon as the crisis 
broke out, he kept the president of the republic 
informed. Hubert Vedrine. secretary general of the Pres- 
idency. attended the two crisis meetings Balladur chaired 


im Matignon yesterday. 


Muslim Federation Urges Hostages’ Release 


LD2612042194 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 0300 GMT 26 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] This morning the National Fed- 
eration of Muslims of France has unequivocally con- 
demned the hostage taking on the Airbus. and appealed 
to the hyackers to release al! the passengers immediately 
and unconditionally. 


Muslim Leader Criticizes Hijacking 


LD2612143894 Paris Radio France International in 
French 1230 GMT 26 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] In France, the two mar Muslim 
organizations, the FNMF [National Federation of Mus- 
ims in France] and the VOIF [Union of Islamic Orga- 
nizations in France] have condemned the hostage- 
taking. Listen to the reaction of Fouad Allawi, deputy 


secretary general of the VOIF: 


[Begin Allawi recording] The UOIF can only sirongly 
condemn this type of actron, because the life of mmocent 
people should not be subjected to Mackmail and perse- 
cution. | hope that there will be a denouement and that 
people im Algeria will reach maturity so that the life of 
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cwshans ts mo longer pcoperdizved. | believe. however. 
that France should do mts utmost for democracy to -cturn 


as soon as possible. Otherwrse. of things contenuc as they 
have started, one can cxupect that they will go wrong. and 
civihans well be the only vectors. 


If these movements claim to be Islama movements. the 
tencts of Islam must be strictly heeded: The life of 
civihans should be spared. dialogue and reconciliation 
should be preferred. icgitsmacy should return. and 
democracy should resume ts course m Algeria. because 
I beheve thes 1s the main rssuc. fend recording] 


The mmterveiew was conducted by Valence Roard. Dall 
Boubakeur, mam of the Paris mosque. has called on the 
Muslim community to remam calm. 


GIGN Storms Plane To Relcase Hostages 


LD2612164694 Pares LCI Televison im French 1618 
GMT 6 Dee 94 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] We go over live. with pictures 
from Marsetile Airport. because something 1s clearly 
happening A few moments ago we saw ganguays— sou 
can see them. with doors opening. We are watching these 
pictures together live. Several gangways—we can sce 
three—were taken toward the Aw France Arbus a few 
moments ago. [passage omitted] 


You can see vehecles moving round the plane on these 
lve prctures. [passage omitted] We can sce passengers 
coming out. | think we are watching the Gendarmerie 
Intervention Forces [GIGN] attacking the hostage 
takers. We can hear shooting on the tarmac. The GIGN 
operation has obviously started on Marseille [passage 
omitted] There has evidently been an cxploson im the 
plane. or ust beside the plane. So the attempt to neu- 
tralize the hostage takers 1s underway [passage omitted] 


It appears that a body was thrown from the cockpyt at the 
very moment we came on the arr, and 1 seems that this 
1s what triggered the imtervention—or what seems to be 
the intervention, we must be prudent—by the police We 
should say that we heard a shot. a detonation. and saw a 
flash and, nmmediately afterward, some smoke We don't 
know cxactly (7) that 1s what happened. You can row 
see fire tenders approaching the planc. 


A moment ago we were told that the airport, which had 
been cleared of all onlookers and journalists, was to be 
turned into a ficid hospital should events end badly. 
Now you can see fire tenders arriving. It seems that the 
imtervention was very brief, We have just heard that the 
emergency shutes of the Airbus were let down very 


speedily. They are certainly berg prepared to evacuate 
the passengers from the Airbus. [passage omitted] 


Storming Ends: Passengers Released 
LD2612165894 Paris LCI Television in French 1646 
GMT 26 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] | think we will return hive to 
Marseilic, back to Jerome Daume⸗ «. one of our special 
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been 
shooting ended in the plane two or three 


Militant Algerian Group Claims Responsibility 
AU2612173494 Paris AFP in English 1724 GMT 26 
Dec 94 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Paris, Dec 26 (AFP)—A hard- 


armed groups—Monday {26 December] claimed respon- 
sibility for the Air France Airbus hijack. 

The organisation made the claim in a statement to AFP 
ended late Monday after- 


The statement said the attack had been carried out by the 
“Blood Signatories Phalange” of the GIA to punish “the 
unconditional political, military and economic aid 
which France” grants to Algeria's military-backed gov- 
ernment. 

The organisation renewed its demand that Paris end 
support for the Algerian authorities, and the official 
clamp-downs on militant Moslems living in France. 


Observers said that was a reference to the crackdown on 
fundamentalist groups lauuched earlier this year by 
hardline French Interior Minister Charles Pasqua, in 
which dozens of Moslems were rounded up and a 
number deported. 


The GIA also called on France to end moves to interna- 
tionalise the Algerian crisis and pay “reparations to the 
Algerian nation” for damage caused during the 1954-62 
Algerian war of independence. 

The organisation also called for the release of Abassi 
Madani and Ali Belhadj, leaders of the banned islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) and another leading FIS official 
Abdelhak Layada, condemned to death by a special court 
in Algiers. 

Balladur, Pasqua Review Hijacking Operation 
LD2612183194 Paris LCI Television in French 1731 
GMT 26 Dec 94 


[Statement by Prime Minister Edouard Balladur fol- 
lowed by news conference given by Interior Minister 


[FBIS Translated Text] ....lived in worry and dread over 
the fate of the Air Fr nce passengers and crew. The 
governmeni had two considerations in mind. The first 


aie te Uelaatin at iaeier 


say that the operation was carried out with courage and 
efficiency. 1 therefore want to thank all the police, 
especially the GIGN [Gendarmerie Intervention 
Forces]. 


I also want to say that we are thinking of those hostages 


thinking of their families, and we are thinking of their 
grief. We are also thinking of the Air France crew, which 
spent two days in a state of anguish and behaved in an 
exemplary way to reassure the passengers. 


Mr. Pasqua and I are now going to answer your ques- 
tions—briefly, you will understand, because things are 
not yet completely clear on all points. | want to say 
something to you: France will fight inexorably against 
terrorism and will not give in to blackmail wherever it 
comes from. 


[Reporter] Can you give us the latest figures? 


[Pasqua] Two terrorists have been killed. Seven passen- 
gers have been injured, including the captain, who is 
slightly wounded. Seven gendarmes from the interven- 
tion forces have been injured, including two who have 
been seriously injured. These are the latest figures. One 
of the terrorists has been captured and we are currently 
checking the identity of another one. 


[Reporter] And among these.... 


[Pasqua, interrupting] These figures.... [pauses] | have 
just told you. I have told you that seven people, including 
the captain, were injured among the passengers. Seven 
minus one is six, as far as I know, six slightly wounded 
people. Too many people have been killed and injured 
but, in comparison with the risks we ran—I believe that 
the prime minister has [passage indistinct] the interven- 
tion forces have carried out a very risky operation. We 
were not able to carry out reconnaissance work before- 
hand and we—the prime minister and I]—gave orders for 
an intervention to take place as soon as the lives of the 
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hostages would be jeopardized. We heard two shots 
being fired at 1700 and we intervened immediately. 


[Reporter] Is it true that the intervention was motivated 
by the terrorists’ threats to execute another hostage? 


[Pasqua} The terrorists issued an ultimatum, another 
one, but when shots were heard the instructions given 
to.... [pauses] as the prime minister had agreed as early as 
this morning to the intervention it was obvious that we 
would chose the appropriate moment. When we heard 
shots at 1700, we gave the order to intervene; the 
intervention started at 1715. 


[Reporter] Do you believe that the success of such an 
intervention might deter more possible terrorist actions? 


[Pasqua] Absolutely, absolutely, but, what mattered 
most for the French Government—and these were the 
prime minister's instructions—was to protect the lives of 
the hostages and of the crew. Therefore we talked and we 
tried other solutions than that of the attack. It was only 
when we understood that there was no other solution 
than an intervention that we decided to intervene as 
soon as we heard shots. Once more, I would like to pay 
homage to the intervention force. They are very profes- 
sional and extremely courageous people. 


Interior Ministry Issues Casualty Toll 


LD2612183694 Paris — Radio in French 1755 
GMT 26 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] The services of the Ministry of 
the Interior have just issued an official casualty toll after 
the hostage-taking incident ended. The final toll is the 
following: four terrorists were killed; 13 passengers suf- 
fered bruises, including the captain; and nine gendarmes 
of the Gendarmerie Intervention Forces were injured— 
one of them lost a hand. 


Juppe Comments on Government Actions 


LD2612212794 Paris France-2 Television Network in 
French 1900 GMT 26 Dec 94 


[Interview with Foreign Minister Alain Juppe by 
anchorman Bruno Masure—live] 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Masure] Good evening, Mr. 
Juppe. Thank you for being here this evening. I'm sure 
you were greatly relieved just now. 


[Juppe] Yes, just now I heard the words happy outcome, 
but I hope that the three hostages murdered in Algiers 
yesterday will not be forgotten. You will understand that 
of these three hostages | am thinking in particular of 
young Yannick Beugnet. a young chef at the French 
Embassy. He was not yet 30, and was returning to France 
to join his wife and children. | would like to take the 
opportunity to pay homage to the hundred or so French 
employees from the Quai d’‘Orsay [Foreign Ministry] 
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and the gendarmerie protecting them, who are doing 
their duty in the embassy or consulate at daily risk to 
their lives. 


[Masure] It is being said by some sources that the 
negotiations between Paris and Algiers were rather tense 
last night, and that the French think the Algerian author- 
ities never had any real desire to negotiate. 


[Juppe] As the prime minister said, our sole concern was 
to save the lives of the passengers and the crew. of 
course. We acted in two stages. The first stage was to 
enable the return of the plane to France as soon as we 
were certain the passengers would not be released. And it 
took time to reach this result. All day Sunday [25 
December] and throughout Sunday-Monday night, until 
0200, we informed the Algerian authorities of our deter- 
mination—not out of sstrust toward them, but because 
we thought conditions for intervention would be better 
in a French airport. 


[Masure] But you had the feeling that you had been 
somewhat short-circuited, no? 


[Juppe] No, we were not short-circuited. The whole 
operation was conducted by the crisis unit set up in the 
Quai d'Orsay, as is always the case in this sort of 
international crisis. Our charge d'affaires was on duty 
and in permanent contact, and I must tell you that one of 
the most dramatic moments | experienced yesterday 
evening was at 2130, or 2135, when I heard, almost live, 
actually live, in fact, the tale of the cold-blooded execu- 
tion of Yannick Beugnet. Our charge described the shot, 
the opening of the door, the body falling. There was 
something absolutely odious about it, which showed the 
determination of the killers. 


{Masure] To put things clearly, you were afraid of a badly 
prepared assault which could have ended up with a 
bloodbath? 


[Juppe] We said clearly since Sunday morning—you 
know a press briefing at 1000 on Sunday morning put 
things clearly—that we were against the use of force. I 
must say that in the contacts we had with the Algerian 
authorities, they always said, whether at the level of the 
president, of the prime minister, of the minister of the 
interior, or my counterpart the minister of foreign 
affairs, that the solution of using force was ruled out. 


But we were naturally anxious about what was hap- 
pening around the plane, and that is why, when we were 
able to tell the Algerian authorities—afier the killing of 
Yannick Beugnet, unfortunately—-that our warnings 
were well founded, we did indeed step up the pressure to 
get the plane to leave. 


[Masure] Alain Juppe, the government reiterated this 
morning its call on French nationals living in Algeria to 
leave if their presence there is not indispensable. Is the 
French Government going to be able to continue to do 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 

















FRIS-W EU-9$4-248 
27 December 1994 


the splits, so to speak, between the military authorities 
and the Islamists who put their electoral legitimacy 
forward? 


[Juppe] The French Government is not doing the splits. 
First of all, we are going to take measures in order to 
reinforce security very quickly. This is why air and sea 
links with Algeria have been suspended on a temporary 
basis. The prime minister will hold a meeting tomorrow 
morning in order to take the necessary measures 


As for our political line toward Algeria, | would like to 
put the record straight. We do not support a regime or a 
government. We said at the beginning that it was not for 
France to decide on behalf of the Algerians. It is up to the 
Algerians to have a dialogue between themselves. 


Second, however, we cannot remain indifferent, and I 
have repeated on several occasions that the only party we 
support in Algeria ts the party of democracy. This 
message is meant both for the Islamists and for those 
who support a policy of extreme repression and security. 


But the democratic focus mentioned by Mr. Leveau 
[program's previous guest, an expert on Maghreb] needs 
to emerge. It needs to be united, it needs to have a 
project it will submit to the Algerian people. This is what 
we hope for. Our duty in the meantime is to help the 
Algerian people. When we are told: By givirg money to 
Algeria, you are helping a government... [pauses] what 
would happen if the international community—which 
we convinced should follow us regarding this issue— 
ended all financial help to Algeria? Chaos would ensue. 
Do we, the French, the Europeans, have vested interest 
in chaos prevailing in Algeria? I don't think so. 


[Masure] The Islamists also say that France sells 
antiguerrilla weapons to the authorities, to the govern- 
ment. 


[Juppe] This is untrue, people assume too much. There 
has been talk of helicopters. They are civilian helicop- 
ters, and we refused to allow them to be used for military 
purposes. There is no significant military cooperation 
between France and Algeria. 


{[Masure] Briefly, Alain Juppe, do you think that pros- 
pects can ever be brighter in Algeria? 


[Juppe] | don’t know, honestly. | believe that it will take 
time and that the violence we are experiencing may well 
last, alas, but there is no other solution but dialogue and 
the preparation of the elections. President Zeroual 
announced these elections. We must now create condi- 
tions for them to take place in a free and democratic 
fashion. In any case we are going to go on defining and 
maintaining this political line. 


Finally | would like to insist on the fact that, at the end 
of the day, despite the heavy loss of human lives and the 
high number of injured people. this operation ends as 
well as it could end because there has been extraordinary 
synergy and coordination between all the French 
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involved. I am thinking of the diplomats, as I said 
earlier. | am thinking of the GIGN, which has been great 
once again. I am also thinking of Air France. Everybody 
made their contribution, everyone worked together. 


[Masure] Thank you, Alain Juppe. 


Cabinet Meeting Assesses Algerian Relations 
LD2712094094 Paris France-inter Radio Network ir 
French 0800 GMT 27 Dec 94 


([FBiS Translated Text] The prime minister has just 
chaired an interdepartmental cabinet meeting to draw 
lessons from the most serious crisis he has had to face 
since taking office. Edouard Balladur said yesterday that 
he was taking full responsibility for all the decisions 
made during the day. Now that the meeting is over, Elise 
Carlin, our correspondent in Matignon, has more details: 


[Carlin] The restricted inierdepartmental cabinet 
meeting on Franco-Algerian relations between the prime 
minister, Foreign Minister Alain Juppe, Defense Min- 
ister Francois Leotard, Interior Minister Charles Pasqua, 
and Transportation Minister Bernard Bosson was over at 
around 0845. The meeting lasted under an hour. Bal- 
ladur confirmed that the main news is that the air and 
maritime links of French companies between France and 
Algeria, which were suspended yesterday on security 
grounds, will not resume today. 


Juppe said when he left the mecting that there was no 
need to change France's political line toward Algeria. 
This political line was redefined yesterday by the prime 
minister: France is not taking part in the conflict that is 
tearing Algeria apart, but hopes that this country will 
find peace and democracy. We had confirmation that the 
prime minister is leaving for Marseille, with Charles 
Pasqua, to visit those wounded in the hijacking. This is 
Elise Carlin reporting live from Matignon for France 
Inter. 


[Announcer] Francois Mitterrand has also paid tribute 
to the government for its handling of the situation. 


Air, Sea Links With Algeria Suspended 
AU2712105894 Paris AFP in English 0957 GMT 27 
Dec 94 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris, Dec 27 (AFP)}—France 
suspended air and sea links with Algeria Tuesday [27 
December] “for several days” until tighter security mea- 
sures have been introduced after the hijacking of a 
French airliner left seven people dead and 25 injured. 


Prime Minister Edovard Balladur made the announce- 
ment following the successful assault by French special 
forces on the hijacked Air France Airbus at Marscille 
Airport Monday, two days after the hostage crisis began 
in Algiers. 

A spokesman at the prime minister's office specified that 
the suspension only concerned passenger traffic. 
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Balladur said it would take “several days to assess the 
situation and be sure that all security measures were 


properly in place.” 


The decision to halt air and sea traffic was taken at the 
request of the president of the state-controlled Air 
France airline and of its subsidiary Air Inter, he added. 


Air France runs two flights a day between Paris and 
Algiers and two weekly flights to Oran and Air Inter 
makes one round trip a week between Marseille and 
Algiers. 

Sea links comprise passenger and freight traffic. A ferry 
making one or two round trips between France and 
Algeria has a capacity of about 500 passengers. 


Foreign Minister Alain Juppe said after a ministerial 
meeting Tuesday France had put pressure on Algerian 
authorities to avert carnage at Algiers airport after four 
Islamic militants seized control of the Air France airliner 
there Saturday. 


“We insisted forcefully that the Algerian authorities 
should not allow a bloodbath in Algeria, and expressed 
our strong desire to get the plane back,” said Juppe. 


Asked whether the hiacking would have consequences 
for Franco- Algerian relations, Juppe said it was “obvi- 
ous in this climate of tragedy that tensions sometimes 
exist.” 


But he added that there was “no need to change 
(France's) policy toward Algeria.” 


“It is not up to France to take the place of the Algerians 
to decide on their future and the only party France 


supports in Algeria 1s democracy.” 


France had no plans to repatriate French nationals still 
in Algeria, Juppe said, adding that “many have already 
returned.” 


Islamic militants warned after the government voided 
general clections in January 1992 that all foreigners must 
leave the country or risk being killed. 


The fundamentalist Islamic Salvation Front had been 
poised to win the poll. 


Around 10,000 people have since died in clashes 
between security forces and Moslem fundamentalists 
opposed to the military-backed secular government and 
French and foreign interests in the country. 


French Prime Minister Edouard Balladur and Interior 
Minister Charles Pasqua were to meet with wounded 
survivors of the hijack drama in Marseille Tuesday. 


Balladur said he would meet “the injured there, hostages 
and members of the GIGN” anti-terrorism crack troop. 


Nine GIGN members were injured when they stormed 
the aircraft to free the 170 hostages. 
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The shock troops killed the four hijackers and freed the 
remaining passengers and crew. Three passengers—an 
Algerian, a French national and a Vietnamese—were 


killed by the hijackers in Algiers. 


French President Francois Mitterrand on Tuesday 
morning met with GIGN members who took part in the 
rescue operation to express the gratitude of the nation 
and salute their courage and determination. 


Balladur Views Cabinet Decision 


LD2712100394 Paris LCI Television in French 0900 
GMT 27 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] Edouard Balladur met several of 
his ministers this morning, these were Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe, Defense Minister Francois Leotard, Inte- 
rior Minister Charles Pasqua, and Transportation Min- 
ister Bernard Bosson. Let us now listen to the prime 
minister: 

[Begin Balladur recording] We assessed the situation 
with the ministers in charge. We particularly assessed the 
Situation of transportation and communications 
between France and Algeria following requests by the 
directors of the companies involved. A few days will be 
seeded to assess the situation fully and to make sure that 
all the necessary security measures have becn taken. [end 
recording] 


As Balladur just said, air and maritime links between 
France and Algeria will remain suspended until further 
notice. The prime minister left for Marseille to meet the 
injured. Balladur should naturally draw political benefits 
from this crisis, as he clearly took all the responsibility 
for the decision to storm the Airbus. Four months away 
from the presidential election, the success of the opera- 
tion will rest with him. 


Union Urges Strict Security for Algerian Fiights 
AU2712122894 Paris AFP in English 1206 GMT 27 
Dec 94 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris, Dec 27 (AFP)}—A French 
pilot union Tuesday [27 December] said it was opposed 
to the resumption of Air France flights to Algeria “for as 
long as emergency measures have not been decided” in 
the wake of the hijacking of a French jetliner. 


“We demand that Algeria be classified as an area of 
hostility, which implies that crew requisitioning proce- 
dures are implemented and French government author- 
ities take full responsibility,” said a statement issued by 
the SNPL union. 


A spokesman at the French prime minister's office 
earlier said that the government's order to suspend 
traffic concerned only passenger traffic. 


The decision to halt air and sea traffic was taken at the 
request of the president of Air France and of its subsid- 
iary Air Inter which are state-controlled. 
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Police Chief Says Hijacked Airbus Wired With 
Dynamite 

AU2712110194 Paris AFP in English 0947 GMT 27 
Dec 94 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Marseille, France, Dec 27 
(AFP}—Sticks of dynamite were found hidden under 
seats in the hijacked Air France Airbus which French 
special forces stormed at Marignane airport north of 
here, police chief Alain Gehin Tuesday [27 December]. 


Gehin said two boxes containing the dynamite sticks 
were found by bomb disposal experts who combed the 
Airbus-300 after crack anti- terrorist police officers 
stormed it in a spectacular commando action Monday, 
killing the four Algerian hijackers and freeing the 170 
passengers and crew aboard. 


“One (box) was hidden under a seat, just behind the 
cockpit and the other under another seat, toward the 
middle of the plane,” said Gehin, who negotiated with 
the head of the Moslem fundamentalist hijackers. 


He added that each box contained “about 10 sticks 
linked to a detonator”. 


Gehin also he had never heard the head of the hijackers 
mention “plans to transform the plane into a flying 
bomb” and crash it over Paris as indicated in some press 
reports. 
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“But during our entire conversation, it was understood 
that I could not take the risk of allowing the takeoff of a 
plane which might explode in mid-air,” he added. 


Premier Edouard Balladur, who ordered the high-risk 
rescue operation, was meanwhile travelling to Marscille 
Tuesday with Interior Minister Charles Pasqua to com- 
fort the 13 passengers and nine para-military GIGN 
police officers wounded in the operation. 


President Francois Mitterrand met with members of the 
GIGN team to congratulate them on their successful 
mission in Paris on Monday morning. 


A group of the former hostages meanwhile arrived at 
Paris Orly airport from Marseille early Tuesday. 


One of them, Algerian merchant navy officer Boualem 
Matnani, said late Monday, that the hijackers had tried 
to explain their actions. “Often they would explain to us 
why they were doing it: they wanted to set up an Islamic 
republic in Algeria. 


The Air France airliner was hijacked at Algiers airport 
Saturday as it was about to take off for Paris. The 
huyackers killed three passengers, a Vietnaniese, an Alge- 
rian policeman and a French embassy cook, before the 
Algerian authorities gave permission for the planc to 
take off for Marseille. 
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Berlusconi Rejects Snap Elections 
LD2312170294 Rome RAI Uno Radio Network in 
Italian 1700 GMT 23 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] Even if Silvio Berlusconi does 
not believe he is the present government's only possible 
candidate for prime minister, he said it would be a 
mustake to change governments in the run-up to what he 
said are inevitable and necessary elections. The prime 
minister also said that Gandhi is his role model. | am a 
phiegmatic man, he said during his end-of-year news 
conference. 


Berlusconi said he will try to bring the president around 
to the idea of snap elections, to which the president is 
currently opposed. He also ruled out the possibility of a 
government headed by [Senate Speaker] Carlo 
Scognamiglio. He said that a meeting between the coali- 
tion partners had been held and that it had discarded this 
option. Returning to his attacks against Northern League 
leader Umberto Bossi, Berlusconi hoped the League 
would change secretary. 


He explained the way he felt by comparing himself to a 
center forward who has been put on the field to score 30 
goals, but who is let down by the passes from his 
teammates, while the opposing team's defenders make 
their tackles with the intention of breaking his legs. He 
said that the center forward should be offered support 
and allowed to work. 


The prime minister confirmed that he fully respects the 
role of Parliament. 


‘Observers’ Convinced Scognamiglio To Receive 
Mandate 


LD2312173894 Rome RAl Uno Television Network in 
Italian 1700 GMT 23 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The head of state began his 
consultations this morning. [passage omitted) Fabrizio 
Ferragni reports from the Quirinale [presidential 
palace}: 


[Ferragni] The meeting with Francesco Cossiga is still 
underway here at the presidential palace. [passage 
omitted] Scalfaro had lunch with Umberto Bossi today 
and met Intericr Minister Roberto Maroni last night. 
[passage omitted] All observers here are convinced that 
what will probably happen is that Senate Speaker Carlo 
Scognamiglio will receive an exploratory mandate. 


Cossiga Ready To Form New Government 


LD2312184194 Ronie RAI Televideo Teletext in Italian 
1810 GMT 23 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] “Before resorting” to fresh elec- 
tions “the head of state has the right and the duty™ to try 
“to seek an authoritative government,” Life Senator 
Francesco Cossiga said after his talks at the Quirinale 
{presidential palace] with President Oscar Luigi Scalfaro 
on the government crisis. 
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Cossiga did not rule out that he may try to form the new 
government “if his work is necessary, so as not to divide 
but to unite the country” and if it is deemed necessary to 
“call someone who can guarantee he will be super partes 
[above the parties}.” 


Bossi Meets Scalfaro; Criticizes Berlusconi, 
Maroni 


LD2312163894 Rome RAI Televideo Teletext in Italian 
1605 GMT 23 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Umberto Bossi is tackling the 
problem of the government crisis. The leader of the 
League was at the Quirinale [presidential palace] this 
morning. 

No details have emerged about the meeting between 
Bossi and Scalfaro. Bossi, however, spoke to journalists: 
Berlusconi is “a tyrant,” “our second-rate Peron.” 


As for the solution to the crisis, he said: “It will be 
decided by the tug of war inside the League.” “Maroni 
must understand that he is different from Peron.” [pas- 
sage omitted] 


Maroni ‘Optimistic Unity Will Prevail’ 
LD2312173194 Rome RAI Uno Radio Network in 
Italian 1700 GMT 23 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] Roberto Maroni, the Northern 
League interior minister, said Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi will do whatever he can to convince President 
Oscar Luigi Scalfaro to call elections before the rules are 
approved. What Maroni means by rules is a new clec- 
toral law, the end of the conflict of interests, new rules on 
the media, and the antitrust law. 


The League's position, however, is completely different: 
the rules first, then elections. These are the two parties 
today, he said. One of the two will win; this is the game. 
We shall have the [League] plenary assembly on Tuesday 
[27 December]. Maroni said: | am optimistic unity will 
prevail. | became optimistic after three nights without 
sleep and after last night's meeting with Bossi, Maroni 
said. Last night I slept well, he added. 


Fini Asserts Elections ‘Only Way Out" 
LD2312184494 Rome RAI Televideo Teletext in Italian 
1746 GMT 23 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] [National Alliance leader Gian- 
franco] Fini has commented on the day in politics, 
characterized by the debate in the Northern League. by 
saying: “These are only convulsions; elections are the 
only way out.” 


According to Fini, “there is only one thing certain about 
the disagreement in the Northern League—that they do 
not want to split. But we will have to see what happens.” 
He added: “If they do not want elections, let them form 
a government, if they are able. There will be no elections 
if the Northern League, PDS [Democratic Party of the 
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Left], and PPI [Italian Popular Party] form a govern- 
ment—it ts the naked and crude truth.” 


National Alliance Leader Views Coalition, Bossi 
£D2312210694 Rome RAI Due Television Network in 
Italian 1845 GMT 23 Dec 94 


{Interview with National Alliance leader Gianfranco 
Fini by correspondent Giovanni Masotti in Rome on 23 
December—recorded] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] [Masotti] Berlusconi has called 
for elections soon, now. Is there really no other solution” 


[Fini] No, in our opinion there 1s no other solutron—that 
is, unless they intend to do what they say they do not 
want: a U-turn, but they can do it by themselves. The 
possibility of a so-called cease-fire government does not 
exist—that is, a government requiring the Right and Left 
to work together on things they do not agree about. Let 
us try to be sensible. Either the government coalition 
chosen by voters on 27 March is formed anew, or we 
have fresh elections. 


[Masotti] Yesterday you said you would not even have 
coffee with [Northern League leader Umberto] Bossi in 
the future, but what if President Scalfaro were to ask 
Maron: [Northern League interior minister and deputy 
prime minister] to form a government. What would the 
National Alliance's position be” 

[Fini] A member of the Northern League cannot be 
prime minister, just as a member of the National Alli- 
ance cannot be prime minister. This is because the 


Freedom and Good Government Alliance was formed 
out of and hinges on the central position of Forza Italia. 


[Masotti] Would it be science fiction, fantasy politics, to 
hypothesize about the possibility of a Berlusconi govern- 
ment with the PPI [Italian Popular Party] and the 
external support of the National Alliance? 


[Fini] No, the National Alliance is not ready to support 
any government from the outside. We are either part of 
a government or in the opposition. 


[Masotti}] What is the future of the Freedom Pole 
without the League? 


[Fini] If the Northern League gets rid of Bossi, the future 
of the Freedom Pole is rosy. 


Bossi Comments on Northern League Rift 


LD2312201794 Rome RAI Uno Television Network in 
Italian 1900 GMT 23 Dec 94 


[Interview with Umberto Bossi. leader of the Northern 
League, by correspondent Mimmeo Sacco in Rome on 23 
December—recorded] 

[FBIS Translated Text] [Sacco] Mr. Bossi, Maron: [inte- 
rior minister and Northern League deputy] 1s quite 
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optimistic about patching up the rift in the Northern 
League, but you are a little pessimustic, | think. Why? 


[Bossi] Not pessimistic. Let's say there is a political 
problem to tackle... 


{[Sacco, interrupting] | think the political problem ts 
about relations with the PDS [Democratic Party of the 
Left] and having the PDS in the government. Maroni 
says that if Northern League. PDS, and PPI [Italian 
Popular Party] ts written on the door, then it is not the 
right door. 


[Bossi] But in the meantime, in my opinion, we are 
having problems talking because it does not depend on 
the Northern League. What is being missed is that the 
formation of the next government depends on choices 
which, of course, and as well, parliament makes in the 
end, but, so to speak, on choices which the president 
makes [sentence as heard]. In my opinion, there ts only 
room for an institutional government that tackles the 
problems of regulation. | do not think you can have 
elections keeping the same regulations which were there 
before. 


[Sacco] You have seen the president. What do you think 
he is going to do? 


[Bossi] We will have to wait and see. | think Scalfaro will 
emphasize that regulations are necessary. We are half 
way along the path. 


[Sacco] Going back to the Northern League, on Tuesday 
evening or Wednesday, after the League assembly. do 
you think you will embrace Maroni again and call him a 
friend and brother, like you called him before? 


[Bossi] In all honesty, | have always considered him a 
friend. 
{Sacco] A personal friend, but what about on the political 
level? 


[Bossi] On the political level, there are political things. so 
there are... 


[Sacco, interrupting] The PDS has come between you. 


[Bossi] No, it is not the PDS. It 1s judgments made about 
the kind of bipolarism needed and the amount of time 
needed to create a political alternative that will guar- 
antee democracy in the country. 


PDS Leader Proposes Cooperation With National 
Alliance 

LD2312212294 Rome RAI Televideo Teletext in Italian 
1840 GMT 23 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] In an interview to be broadcast 
tomorrow [24 December] on Italian radio, [Massimo] 
D’Alema [leader of the Democratic Party of the Leff, 
PDS] invites [Gianfranco] Fini [National Alliance 
leader] not to look to “short-term interests but to stra- 
tegic ones.” 
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The PDS leader said: “We are proposing a constituent 
phase in which the National Alliance ts a coprotagonist. 
This might legitimize a Right which in Italy has not been 
legitimized, to the extent that one of ihe coalition 
partners said they could not govern with you.” 
D’Alema also makes an appeal to [Fausto] Bertinotti 
[leader of the Communist Refoundation Party, CRP]: “! 
hope that the CRP does not decide to contribute toward 
a head-on collision.” 


Union Leaders Oppose ‘Snap’ Elections 


LD2312154694 Rome RAI Televideo Teletext in Italian 
1429 GMT 23 Dec 94 


{FBIS Translated Text] Sergio Cofferati, Sergio D'An- 
toni, and Piero Larizza, the secretaries of the confeder- 
ated unions CGIL [Italian General Confederation of 
Labor]. CISL [International Confederation of Free 
Trade Unions}, and UIL [Italian Federation of Trade 
Unions], have written a letter to the head of state to 
express their worrnes about “snap” elections taking place 
before some institutional reforms have been approved 
and the problem of restructuring public finances has 
been tackled. 


While respecting the president's autonomy, the trades 
unions stressed in particular that it is necessary to tackle 
the problem of unemployment and to approve the 
reform of the pension system, considered to be “neces- 
sary and urgent.” 


Berlusconi Supporters Seek Early Election 
BR2312105594 Milan CORRIERE DELLA SERA in 
Italian 23 Dec 94 p 2 


[Report by Stefano Folli: “Dark Outside Quirinale 
Palace, Elections Draw Closer™] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Rome—It is pitch dark. The 
crisis of the Berlusconi government began late yesterday 
morning without anyone having any idea of how to 
resolve it. Or, rather, there are some ideas, but they are 
irreconcilable. And in some cases unfeasible. The Ber- 
lusconi-Fini-Casini-Pannella group wants an election 
right away, and is say.ng so outright. It ts even saying 
when: 26 March or 2 April. As an alternative it is willing 
only to establish a second Berlusconi government based 
on a program for the referendums that Marco Pannella 
so much wants to hold and on which the Constitutional 
Court is due to announce its ruling 9 January. 


The group that for the sake of brevity we could describe 
as the Bossi-Buttiglhione-D’Alema group does not want 
an election and it prepared to accept any of the solutions 
that their institutional imagination 1s able to devise—a 
government of experts, a government of truce, a guar- 
antor government, a president's government, a govern- 
ment of the rules. Both D’Alema and Buttiglione have 
explicitly given up calling for a government based on a 
fully fledged political pact, because they know that it is 
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impossible for the present. If there were ever any doubts 
in this regard, they were eliminated by the spectacle of 
the League splitting in two over the very idea of a 
possible agreement with the Democratic Party of the 
Left. Unfortunately, there *s not yet any specific sub- 
stance to any of the formulas listed above. 


A government of “truce™ would make sense only if the 
new government were to be formed with the involve- 
ment of the center-Right. This is not realistic: Convinced 
that they command a majority in the country, nesher 
Berlusconi nor Fini is prepared to govern with the Left 
and Bossi. Apparently not even for a few months and on 
the basis of a minimal program. On the other hand a 
Bossi-Buttighhone-D’ Alema government. albeit under the 
umbrella of a “technocrat™ prime minister (an econo- 
must, a constitutionalist: Some imagination ts needed in 
such matters) is not feasible cither: The split in the 
League has deprived it from the outset of a hypothetical 
majority, unless the red carpet 1s rolled out for Commu- 
nist Renewal. And that ts not plausible. 


So the president 1s confronted by a very limited number 
of options. Scalfaro has made it clear to his recent 
visitors that he wants to avert an election, come what 
may. The reason for this is that the storm-tossed lira and 
the ambiguous electoral system would make it dan- 
gerous. Thus there is a prospect of a very embittered 
struggle with the outgoing prime minister. This, partly 
also because Scalfaro has no magic wand with which to 
resolve the crisis in the immediate future. Indeed. by 
some dangerous paradox, the only feasible option is to 
take the long view. This complex process could begin 
with an exploratory mandate (entrusted to 
Scognamiglio”) in the hope that sooner or later it will 
become possible to form a government. In theory, there 
are two possibilities—the disintegration of Forza Italia, 
with the departure of its moderate wing, or a separation 
between Fini and Berlusconi. The former suggestion is 
rather unlikely, and the latter absurd, though 11 is still 
sought by some people on the Left. Fini’s speech in the 
lower house proved it. No institutional government now 
would attract the Nationa! Alliance—not even in 
exchange for the final “legitimization™ that Fini seeks. 


So it is unlikely that the Right will say “yes” to Cossiga 
(Scalfaro’s real ultimate resort to avert an election.) The 
Left, however, could accept the former president, once 
the target of so many of i's attacks. When D’Alema talks 
in terms of someone having “a lofty institutional profile” 
he is referring to him too, though he would prefer Mario 
Monti. But the left and center alone cannot form a 
government. Even the possibility of a “short-term” gov- 
ernment is very small, because it would still have to 
command a majority in Parliament. And as we have 
said, there is no sign of such a majority at the moment. 
So Berlusconi can hope to be asked to form another 
government sooner or later. But, short of Bossi col- 
lapsing, the League would provide him only with a few 

. That would not be enough. So he would have to 
confine himself to organizing an election. This prospect 
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has never seemed closer than 1 does now. It 1s over this 
issue (who will lead the electoral government”) that the 
real trial of strength could take place within the institu- 
tions in a few weeks’ time. 


Commentator Expects ‘Long, Troubled’ Crisis 


BR2312108694 Afilan CORRIERE DELLA SERA in 
Italian 23 Dec 94 p 1 


[Commentary by Paolo Franchi: “Paradox of the Pole™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] It certainly is a major paradox. 
Yesterday, 22 December. was supposed to be a day of 
celebration for the collapse of the Berlusconi govern- 
ment—farewells to Berluscon: in the newspapers and on 
television, pats on the back, and exchanges of congratu- 
lations between long-time members of the opposition, 
including the League. 


It was supposed to be the day when even the least 
attentive of observers would be able to see the first splits 
in Forza Italia (is Berlusconi's movement an unprinci- 
pled and soulless business party or is it not?) and in the 
understanding between Forza Italia and the National 
Alliance. 


Of course we did see the banner headlines in the news- 
papers, and we saw a few embraces, too. But there was 
nothing of all the rest. At least to the naked eye, there was 
no sign of yielding on the part of the supposed weak link. 


However, we did clearly see the League—supposedly a 
band of men devoted to fighting, albeit only if their 
leader so decides—prey to something more distressing 
than a predictable case of indigestion. 


But Umberto Bossi’s violent separation from the coali- 
tion was the precondition both for bringing about a 
government crisis and for establishing a new majority 
that would in any case avert the prospect of an election 
in the immediate future, which the League understand- 
ably dreads like the plague. We might have imagined that 
the moment had been prepared for. that every detail had 
been planned, that the prices to be paid and the subse- 
quent steps had been determined in advance. 


If things did not go that way, if the League is in great 
disarray, it 1s not enough to blame it on the purchasing 
campaign conducted by what remains of the pole. or on 
the threats allegediy made to League members of Parlia- 
ment. 


There must be more to it than that. Perhaps the mere fact 
that the crisis was created, if not exactly in the dark, then 
in a gloomy twilight. The fact that, seeing for the present 
no significant glimmers of light. those who sparked the 
crisis are now beginning to wonder whether it is appro- 
priate to continue celebrating or whether it would be 
more appropriate to prepare to limit the damage. And 
the fact that this question, important for everyone. is no 
less than critical for the League. This, because it is a life 
or death issue for the League. 


ITALY uM 


This being so. even the war of numbers under way 
between Bossi, who still controls the majority of mem- 
bers of Parliament, and Roberto Maron, who has led the 
dissidents. 1s relatively unimportant. 

Political affairs within the League have accusto ned us to 
everything and its opposite: We would not feel confident 
to rule out im advance even the possibility that <*ere 1s 
some kind of silent understanding between the revolu- 
tionary Umberto [Bossi] and the pro-government Bobo 
[Maron] (by the way, did he not leave part of his heart 
on the Left?) to try to limit the extent of the conflict and 
above all to try to find another path for rejoining the 
political interplay. 

Be that as it may, there are a substantial number of 
League members of Parliament who are reluctant to 
say—as does that mascot-figure, Paghanni—that Bossi 
has always succeeded hitherto. and that he will therefore 
succeed this time too. The crisis will probably be a long 
and troubled one. But it does not often happen at the 
beginning of a war that the first significant losses are 
suffered by the troops chosen by the attackers. 


Commentary Views Fini's Role in Crisis 


BR2212153194 Milan CORRIERE DELLA SERA in 
Italian 22 Dec 94 p 4 


[Commentary by Stefano Folli: “Fini Now With Ber- 
lusconi, But Planning His Future™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Rome—Until yesterday the 
“government of truce” was a necessary but fragile 
hypothesis. After the reckoning in the lower house, this 
prospect certainly does not look any stronger. It remains 
merely as a last resort, to establish a caretaker govern- 
ment that would hold another election in two or three 
months’ time. But let us take things in order. Berlusconi 
disappointed those who expected him to create openings 
and to make hints. He made no concessions to the 
“firefighters” in the various alignments. He virtually 
climinated any scope for mediation by people like 
Maroni, Formigoni, and the “doves” in Forza Italia— 
Urbani, Dotti, and a few others. Until the storm abates, 
and as long as Berluscon: maintains the tone he adopted 
yesterday evening, the doves will stay in their nest. The 
Bossi business, the so-called “betrayal,” had the effect of 
committing two-thirds of the Pole to the path that leads 
to an early election. And the “center,” on which Butt- 
ighione’s sights are set and which has recently received 
some help from Cossiga, remains a question mark 
without any answers. This, especially if the “center” 
means a plan for a moderate government comprising 
Forza ltalia too. 


Perhaps things will change in the next few days, but this 
is how things stand right now. Of course, the president 
remains steadfastly entrenched in his position. As Scal- 
faro pointed out, “Italy ts not a direct democracy.” In 
other words, an appeal to the people is unacceptable in 
the form in which Berlusconi made it. It is up to the chief 
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of state to decide whether, and if so when, to dissolve 
Parliament, and this canmot be envisaged until there ts a 
possibility, however slight. of establishing e:ther a polit- 
ical government or a government of “experts.” But is 
there any such possibility? Yesterday evening we saw 
that, like it or not, Forza Italia remains united behind its 
charismatic leader. So many people doubt the likelihood 
of success of early attempts to break this internal cohe- 
sion and to drag at least part of Berlusconi's group into 
the area defined by Buttighone and D'Alema—an insti- 
tutional area within which harsh political struggle would 
be suspended while the reforms are implemented. This, 
at least, ts the intention. Be that as it may, D'Alema 
yesterday gave his approval to Dott:’s approach, which ts 
regarded as reasonable and open to dialogue. 


It will be a struggle against time. On the one hand. the 
effort to take Forza Italia by tiring it out; and e 
other hand the desire of the Berlusconi Fin | 
eliminate any intermediate scope in order to bring the 
dissolution of Parliament forward as far as possible. 
From this viewpoint, those who expected some diver- 
gence between Berlusconi and Fini were disappointed 
too. The National Alliance icader “protected” Ber- 
lusconi and supported him over the crucial poimt—the 
demand for an early election. Fini is not attracted by the 
idea of an institutional government, by the Cossiga 
hypothesis, nor by the prospect of a final legitimization 
of the post-fascist fright. But actually there are some 
substantial differences between Berlusconi and Fini. The 
latter took great care to speak as leader of the constitu- 
tional Right. He was respectful toward Scalfaro and 
Parliament. He was tough in what he had to say (he 
pledged to obstruct parliamentary proceedings in the 
event of a “reversal,” but only within observance of the 
rules) but did not resort to expressions of contempt. He 
did not make any reference to Gaullist-type public 
demonstrations, he reserved his sarcasm for Bossi, and 
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was courteous to the left-wing forces: “We are adver- 
sarnes, not enemies,” he said al one j 
the Democratic Party of the Left [PDS] benches. 


This does not mean that Fini is planning to join the 
broad coalition government sought by the center and the 
Left. True, the PDS would now be prepared to accept 
him (“I do not hold the keys to the door,” D’Alema has 
said.) But clearly Fini has a different strategy in mind. At 
a time when even Communist Renewal ts opting for an 
election, this ts his ummediate objective too. Al the same 
tume he is looking beyond that and putting himself 
forward as a political leader who wants a future 
extending well beyond the Berlusconi period. It 1s during 
the next legislative term, with or without a constituent 
assembly, that the institutional reforms really will have 
to be carried out and the constitution revised. In his 
speech yesterday Fini offered himself as a potential 
partner at the same table as the Left in the future 
Parliament. This, whatever the result of the 1995 clec- 
tions, and no matter who governs the country. 


‘Most Dangerous’ Mafia Leader Captured 
LD2612152694 Rome RAI Televideo Teletext in Italian 
1420 GMT 26 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] Christmas night proved fata! for 
Salvatore Ferlito, 31, one of the most wanted fugitive 
Mafia bosses. Police surprised him in a small, secluded 
villa in Nicolosi (Catania), where he was surrounded by 
relatives and friends. He did not put up any resistance. 


Ferlito is considered to be one of the most dangerous 
members of the “Cursoti” clan. He is thought to have 
taken over from Gaetano Di Stefano (sentenced to 20 
years’ imprisonment) in the Milan hierarchy of the cian. 


Ferlito is a leading suspect in a number of cases brought 
to court. A year ago he managed to evade capture. 
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Government Rejects EU Fraud Investigation Plan 


BR2112123394 Copenhagen POLITIKEN in Danish 
20 Dec 94 p 3 


[Report by Hans Drachmann: “Danish No to Thorough 
Investigation of EU Fraud™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Brussels—Yesterday, when the 
ee Se ee ee ana 

the European Parliament to be able to conduct 
ee ee coe oe ee 
implementation of EU regulations, Denmark was the 
only country to vote no. 


The Danish no came when the majority refused to 
guarantee Denmark that officials would not be obliged to 
appear before the commitice of inquiry which 1s io tackle 
cases of fraud and scandals. 

Normally Denmark is among the strongest advocates of 
measures to combat fraud and bureaucracy within the 
EU system. In the present case, however, no account was 
taken of any “deep-rooted procedures in the Danish 
system,” Danish Foreign Minister Niels Heiveg Petersen 
(Radical Liberal Party) said. 

“We cannot go further than investigations 
in Denmark. It would be equally unthinkable for officials 


and their organizations to go along with this. They would 
require conditions similar to those applying in court.” 


[Drachmann] Is taking the officials into consideration 
the decisive factor here? 


[Petersen] No, it is taking into consideration the set of 
rules applying in Denmark. 


{[Drachmann] But is it not entirely normal to change 
national rules when adopting common EU regulations? 


[Petersen] | do not believe it would be right in this case, 
which raises a few entirely legitimate questions to do 
with constitutional matters and the rights of civil ser- 
vants. [Petersen ends] 


According to the new European regulations, a govern- 
ment can refuse to send officials to appear when state 
security 1s at stake or information is involved which is 
confidential according to national legislation. However, 
Denmark would like to see a resolution adopted stating 
that the government would always be able to refuse to 
make officials appear before the European Parliament's 
committee of inquiry. 


“This does not mean that we on the Danish side do not 
want to help if, for example, the European Parliament 
wants to investigate irregularities in the agricultural 
sector. If the occasion should arise, however, it is the 
responsible minister who must appear,” Niels Helveg 
Petersen said yesterday. 


Norway 


EU Reluctance Over Ties ‘Only To Be Expected” 


BR2312095894 Osio ARBEIDERBLADET in 
Norwegian 22 Dec 94 p 6 


[Editonal: “Out In The Corndor™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Yesterday the Storting approved 
the changes to the European Economic Arca [EEA] 
agreement made necessary because only Norway and 
iceland remain on the European Free Trade Association 
{EFTA] side. At the same time, the Storting took the 
opportunity to have a little rerun of the debate on the 
European Union [EU] with a flavor of “What did | tell 
you?” And fair is fair: Much that was correct and much 
thal was wrong was said in the EU debate on the fate of 


the EEA agreement following a Norwegian no. 


The changes made to the EEA agreement are a practical 
consequence of the fact that the number of countries on 
the EFTA side has been reduced to two. During the EU 
debate the parties in favor of EU membership main- 
tained that any renegotiation of the EEA agreement 
would probably have to be approved on the basis of 
paragraph 93 of the Constitution on ceding sovereignty. 
In the Storting yesterday, only the Center Party and the 
Socialist Left Party were demanding this. 


For their part, the parties opposing Norway's EU mem- 
bership must concede that they underestimated the pollt- 
ical significance of the fact that the EFTA pillar in the 
EEA would be decimated. In particular the Christian 
People’s Party and the opponents of EU membership 
within the Norwegian Labor Party (SME) [Social Dem- 
ocrats Against the EU] took the political dimension of 
the EEA agreement far too lightly. In reality the Norwe- 
gian people's no to EU membership has put Norway out 
in the corridor with respect to the EU. lt was made very 
clear in the context of the visits paid to Brussels on 
Tuesday and Wednesday by Foreign Minister Bjorn 
Tore Godal and Trade Minister Grete Koudsen that 
Norway does not have direct access to the central organs 
of the EU. Clearly Brussels does not attach any greater 
importance to « visit by a Norwegian foreign or trade 
minister than to a visit by representatives from any other 
small country outside the Union. 


The government is making !audable efforts to bring 
about a political dialogue and contacts with the EU. But 
so far the EU has been extremely reluctant to accommo- 
date Norway in this respect. This was only to be 
expected. Political cooperation in the EU 1s reserved for 
the members of the Union. Al present there is no 
second-team political membership of the European 
Union. This means that the EEA agreement will never be 
anything more than a lifeline to the EU. 
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Sweden 


Riksdag Debates Government Economic Policy 


BR2312121294 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 21 Dec 94 p A& 


[Report by Dick Ljungberg: “Persson Predicts Better 
Times} 


[FBIS Translated Text] “If the Roksdag approves the new 
Savings measures m the January budget. we will have 
brought the government's financial position under con- 
trol again. Even given a moderate increase im growth, 1 
should be possible to stabilize the national debi by 
1998.” Finance Minister Goran Persson maintained in 
the Riksdag on Tuescay [20 December]. 


The Riksdag debated the so-called Persson plan, which 
will boost the budget by 75 billion kronor. the whole day. 
A furtner 20 billion 1s supposed to be saved in the budget 
bill in January. but the finance minister was extremely 
reticent about thai during the debate. 


“If the opposition stands by its word, we have good 
reason to believe that the economy measures proposed 
for January will be approved by the Riksdag. and then 
we can also stabilize the national debt,” Goran Persson 
said. 


Wants To Save More 


He was referring to what the opposition has written in its 
economic resolutions and also to what Lars Tobrsson 
sand during the debate: that the Moderate Coalition 
Party ts ready to save more than the government in all 
areas except for defense and the police. 


“If the Rikedag shows in the spring that it can deal with 
the economic situation, it will increase Sweden's credi- 
bility in the world, and mterest rates would then very 
likely fall.” Goran Persson said. 


With a better situation. he also belreves that the govern- 
ment will be able as carly as next spring to present a 
program on how Sweden whl be able to fulfill the 
European Umion's [EU] so-called convergence cond- 
tions. These are the rules on inflation, interest rates, 
budget deficit, and so on which must be met before 
Sweden can participate in continuing monetary cooper- 
ation 


The nonsocralist opposition was naturally not as opti- 
mistic. Lars Tobisson, Anne Wibble (Liberal Party), 
Per-Ola Eriksson (Center Party). and Mats Odell (Chris- 
tian Democratic Community Party) poimted out that 
mterest rates remain high, new growth prognoses are 
lower than previously assumed. and unemployment ts 
falling much too slowly. 
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“With sts policies the government ts destroying existing 
jobs and preventing the creation of new ones.” Lars 
Tobssson said. And Anne Wibbic asked again how the 
Social Democrats are able to believe that higher taxes on 
———E a ee 


in hes emtroduction te the debate Goran Persson made 3 
lengthy pica for an understanding of how mmportant 1 1s 
that the state does sts bit and does not go on consuming 
on credit. Anne Wibbie suspected that his message was 
directed more at the Federation of Trade Unions. as part 
of the War of the Roses [a red rose is the Social 
Democratic symbol], than at the Riksdag 


She claimed that 8 billhon of the proposed savings would 
hat fammes with children and asked whether a reduction 
in the child allowance would be added to this burden. 
But she received no reply. 


Mats Odell thought that the Left Party's Johan Lonnroth 
was acting like some kind of assrsiant finance munrster oF 
vassal of Goran Persson. 


Johan Lonnroth rephed. as did Jan Bergquist (Social 
Democratic Party), by porting out how split the nonso- 
cialist parties are in their reservations about the finance 
commiuttee’s thick report on economic policy. 

“It 1s obvious that the previous nonycialist government 
suffered a total shipwreck and cannot be built up again,” 
Lonnroth said. 


LD2312122694 Stockholm Sveriges Radio Network in 
Swedish 1130 GMT 23 Dec 94 


budget years. This is why embassies in Jordan, Zaire, 
Peru, North Korea, Libya, and New Zealand will close 
well as consulates general in Saud 








This report may contain copynghted material. Copying and dissemination 
1s prohibited without permission of the copynght owners. 

















FBIS-W EL -94-148 
27 December 1994 


Spokesman on U.S. View on EU Membership 
NC2312123204 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in Greck 1130 GMT 23 Dec 04 


[FBIS Translated Text] Government spokesman kc annrs 
Kasoulbdhes sand be docs not believe that the Unnied 
States 1s against European Unsor [EU] membership for 
Cyprus. 


Commenting on a report by . Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation correspondent about a change m the US. 
stance on Cyprus EU membershep, Kasowldhes sand 
that the republic's diplomatic services have not yet 
informed the government officially on thrs rssuc. 


However, Kasoulsdhrs added that according to cxrsting 
information, James Wilhams, U.S. State Department 
coordmator on Cyprus. must have received positive 
messages on prospects for the membership during his 
recent tour of European capitals. 


Denktas To Raise Base Lands issue With Lendon 


142612125194 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1130 
Gi: Dec 04 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] President Rauf Denkias has 


Greek Cypnots will soon start to work the lands between 
the village and the Turkish Cypriot ficlds—lands they 
have been unable to enter for 20 years because of the 
status quo. Denktas sard the villagers told him 

are worried because problems will arise if the Greek 
Cypriots are im thew midst, that they do not want to 
fight. and that they will not allow anyone to change the 
status quo before a peace agreement is signed. The 
president added that the villagers asked him to convey 
all this to the Britrsh Government. 


Denktas said the villagers also pointed out that while the 
Turkish Cypriots are not allowed to enter thousands of 
donums of land in the south, the Greek Cypriots are 
being given the opportunity to work fields that used to 
ae a a — ew Oe 


Denktas went on to say: I told the villagers not to worry. 


through negotiations, that the lands ("adjacent) to the 
British bases will constitute part of the border. that this 


CYPRUS * 


was accepted as a criicrion. that | drscussed thes port ai 
the ceremony commemorating the Kocukkaymakh 
[Omorphita] martyrs yesterday. and that | will rarse thes 
pomt with the Brtrsh Government [passage omitted) 


Denktas Comments on UN Mandate 


TA2212175794 Nicosma Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1130 
GMT 22 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Text} Presedent Rauf Denktas has 
declared thai the capreswons included m the UN Secu- 
rity Council resolution the mandate of UN 
Forces in Cyprus [UNFICYP] for another six months are 
the continuation of an error commutied m 1964. 


Replying to questions by Bayrak Radio and Televrwon 
correspondent Esa Keser. Denktas sand: The foundation 
on which this resolution is based 1s the first resolution 
adopied in 1964. When the first resolution was adopted. 
we opposed i because 1 contamed the phrase Cyprus 
Government and warned that the Greek Cypriots will 
use thes as a mask. portray the maticr as resolved, and 
not reach a concihation with us. Despite everythong, 


The Greek Cypnots contunuc to deceive the world about 
ther claims to be a legitimate government on the basrs of 
these erroncous resolutions adopted every si months, 
Denktas remarked, adding that with thes false tithe im 
hand, the south will continue to perpetuate the Cyprus 
dispute. Poimting out that the UN Security Council 
resolution calls on the sides to conduct direct talks. 
Denktas declared: We are ready to talk face-to-face. But, 
according to a statement issued by Kioridhes, this 5 not 
the time for talks. Why’ Because. usurping the title of 
Cyprus Government, the Greek Cypriots are knocking 
on the door of the European Union [EU], and they are 
exerting joint efforts with Greece to punish Turkey. 


Denktas recalled that the Greek Cypriot Admunistration 
decided to take recourse to the UN General Assembly to 
achieve this goal. If this happens. the president 
remarked, south Cyprus will captain the Cyprus isswe wm 
a one-sided manner and continue its intransigence or the 
basis of a one-sided resolution to be issued by the 
General Assembly. He warned the Greek Cypriot 
Administration: We also said this to Kiprianow at the 
tume Do not go to the UN General Assembly and then 
come back from there equipped with a one-sided resolu- 
tion. If you do, you will find our status changed. You will 
not find us at the negotiating table. We are obliged to say 
the same words to Klinndhus as well. Esther the General 
Assembly or negotiations. We are in favor of negotia- 
tons. 


Expressing the conviction that the five-session talks held 
under the auspices of the United Nations were venefi- 
cial, Denktas said that it will be useful to meet again in 
order to find answers to questions raised by Kinnidhes. 
Denktas recalled that Kindhrs sasd that he wants three 
sovereignties and asked Since the kind of sovereignty we 
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Foreign Minister Comments on Berisha Decision 
NC25 12190394 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1800 GMT 25 Dec 94 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The government and opposition 
received with reservations the decision of Albanian 
President Sali Berisha to pardon one of the five members 
of the Greek minority party Omonoia. Foreign Minister 
Karolos Papoulias described as positive the decision of 
the Albanian Government io free Iraklis Sirmos but 
noted that the Greek Government is not completely 
satisfied because the other four Omonoia members 
remain imprisoned. 

Government spokesman Evangelos Venizelos said the 
Albanian president's decision ts a positive step, but is 
not in line with how Greece and the European Union 
{EU ] understand respect for human rights. According to 
reports from Gyjirokaster, Sirmos remained in prison 
today as release procedures continued on Christmas day. 
His family has been waiting for him for 24 hours. 


New Democracy spokesman Khristos lakovou said the 
development in the issue of the five Greek Albanians 
proves that Tirana does not respect human rights or any 
international respect for justice and equality of rights. 


A Political Spring statemeni notes that the Albanian 
regime condemns the sensitivities of the Greek people 
and criticizes the government for raising its objections 
regarding granting EU economic aid to Albania. 


Custems Union Decision May Cause New Tension 


NC2612210094 Athens KIRIAKATIKI 
ELEN THEROTIPIA in Greek 25 Dec 94 p 9 


[Report by Stefanos Kasimatis]} 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] “Thank God, the Greeks 
saved us from the customs union agreement with 
Europe’ Although appears unbelievable, Islamist 
Nekmetin Erkaban's statement proves that some Turks 
were satisfied with the Athens veto. 


Regardless of the particular characteristics of the Islam- 
ists, in the next two months Greece will have to face 
Ankara’s pressure that might even be in the form of new 
tension in the Acgean. This belief is based on two points: 
First, on the instability of Turkish Prime Minister Tansu 
Ciller’s government; and secona, on information from 
U.S. sources that the crisis that broke out in Novem- 
ber—regarding the 12 miles—was designed by Turkey's 
military regime. 

According to some indications, just a week after the 
Association Council failed to reach unanimous agree- 
ment, some of our European Union [EU] partners are 
beginning to move toward the Greek positions regarding 
the EU-Turkey customs union agreement. The Foreign 
Minrstry considers the activity of Dutch Commissioner 
Hans van den Broek (the Commission's “foreign minis- 
ter”) as positive. Van den Brock aims to satisfy the 


Greek request, that a date be set for the beginning of 
accession negotiations between the EU and Cyprus. 


Of course it is early to predetermine the outcome: We are 
still two months away from the crucial two-day Council 
of Ministers meeting (6 and 7 March). Cyprus’ member- 
ship application will be reviewed and the next EU- 
Turkey Assoriation Council will be held on the sidelines 
of the ministerial meeting. A Greek diplomat said that 
“one of the most original and complex behind-the-scenes 
bargaining” will be held during this period. Several 
parties are involved in the negotiations: the interests of 
the 15 EU members (as of | January 1995), the European 
Commission, the European Parliament, Turkey, the 
demanding interests of the great European companies, 
and the United States which flagrantly intervenes in 
support of Turkey. (It ts revealing that although during 
the 12-mile crisis, the transatlantic friends intervened 
equally toward both sides, they are now pressuring 
unilaterally in Turkey's favor’). 


The policy that Deputy Foreign Minister loannis Krani- 
dhiotis has been following since July aims to link the 
Cyprus issue with the customs union agreement. This is 
a very ambitious goal that until recently was considered 
unrealistic. However, developments (such as French 
Foreign Minister Alain Juppe’s threat that if Greece 
insists On its veto, the French presidency will cancel the 
review for Cyprus) demonstrate that any absolute judg- 
ment carries dangers. [passage omitted] 


What Is Greece Asking 


A Greek diplomat explained that what Greece is asking 
is “not a specific but a clear date for the beginning of 
negotiations that will lead to Cyprus’ accession.” In 
Brussels, our partners defined this “as soon as possible” 
[previous four words in English}. Athens, however, will 
be satisfied only if a time definition is added to this 
expression, for example with the phrase “but not before 
.. [ellipses as published].” [passage omitted] 


The spectrum of negotiations must consider the conse- 
quences for the Greek positions resulting from the 
change in the country’s main negotiator—Kranidhiotis 
will move to the European Parliament carly next year. 
Last Thursday, the deputy foreign minister met with the 
prime minister but was not persuaded to remain in his 
position. [passage omitted] 


Turkish Campaign Against Orthodox Center 
Analyzed 

NC2312122594 Athens | KATHIMERINI in Greek 
22 Dec 94 p § 


[Report by Dhionisios Makris] 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Greek Government has 
accepted for the time being the explanation given by 
reliable circles of the Turkish Government that the 
remarks of Turkish Interior Minister Nahit Mentese in 
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the Turkish National Assembly regarding the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate were incorrectly reported in the Turkish press, 
as a result, there ts mo issue However, Evangelos Venizelos, 
munister of press and government spokesman, clarified that 
he is waiting for the official minutes of the Turkish National 
— Aner erm weber aay “woe someon 
Turkish interior minister's remarks. Furthermore, + 

zelos clarified that “an administrative-type iovestiontios 
that is not directed against the Ecumenical Patriarchate” 
began three months ago. 


On the substance of the issue, Venizelos said “the Ecumen- 
ical Patriarchate does not have, does not seek, and does not 
want statehood, but rather is secking recognition of its 
history and spirituality, which is established internation- 
ally.” According to ovr correspondent on church affairs, 
reaction to the Turkssh press reports were given by the 
leadership of the Greek church. Specifically, the offensive 
policy that Ankara ts threaiening to implement against the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate as “retaliation” for Greece's policy 
will hurt Turkey itself, the Thivai and Livadhia 

itan Bishop leronimos said yesterday. The Greek position 
on Turkey's customs union with the European Union is 
influenced by Turkey's firm, offensive policy against the 
Venerable Center of Orthodoxy. Bishop leronimos said. 
Justifying his view, the bishop told I KATHIMERINI that 
“Turkey's objections to the efforts of Ecumenical Patriarch 
Vartholomeos for the reopening of the theological school of 
Khalki are internationaliy known.” He added: “Moreover, 
the Ankara-directed and organized attacks of fanatic Islam 
catremists against the Ecumenical Patriarchate at Fanari are 
having a negative effect on the more than 300 million 
Orthodox Christians.” [passage omitted} 

Furthermore, it should be noted that the movements and 
activities of the Ecumenical Patriarch are not hidden from 
the Turkish authorities. If they were, then it could be said 
that Ankara was more interevted in implementing an offen- 
sive policy to create an impression for domestic consump- 
tion. The Ankara Government was hoping for an 
international diplomatic victory to save face in view of the 
domestic popular reaction against its economic policy. A 
diplomatic source said yesterday that the Turkish Govern- 
ment is very concerned about the reaction from the thou- 
sands out of work because of the privatization program. 
That is why the Turkish Governtaent believes that the 
policy of turning the people's attention away from the 
long-standing problems, will be successful. For th. reason 

and because in the past it had positive results, Ankara chose 
to begin an offensive policy against the Ecumenical Patri- 
archate. 


Editorial Views FYROM, Gligoroy Actions 


NC2412091294 Athens | KATHIMERINI in Greek 
23 Dec 94 pl 


— by Stavros Liyeros: “Who Is Skopje Afraid 
] 
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[FBIS Translated Text} Beneath the usual rhetoric of the 
Slavomacedonian elite, it is not difficult for the expen- 
enced journalistic eye to recognize a widespread agony 
for the survival of its state. Less obvious, are the sec- 
ondary thoughts that are leading a large number of state 
and political officials in Skopje [The Former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia—FY ROM] to maintain under- 
ground open doors with Bulgaria or Serbia. 


The irony is that the regime of [FYROM President] Kiro 
Gligorov is struggling to build and stabilize an indepen- 
dent state, which, if it finally survives, is almost certain 
to pass into the hands of the Albanians at some time. The 
ratio of the Aibanian community's demographic increase 
is already much higher than the corresponding rate of the 
Slavomacedonian majority. Consequently, this will inev- 
itably overturn the current norms. 


The writer of this editorial had the opportunity a few 
days ago of discussing this crucial issue with Skopjean 
officials. No matter how strange it may appear, the 
inclination of the majority of them is to reject this 
nightmarish prospect. 
Skopje 1s turning its back on Bulgaria’s openings because 
it fears a national absorption from that country, which is 
seeking a central role in the region. Skopje also rejects 
“s calls for participation of some kind in the 
New Yugoslavia because it fears loosing its indepen- 
dence. Furthermore, Skopje is justifiably mistrustful of 
Tirana because Albania’s offensiveness leads it, for the 
time being, toward dissolution. 


The only neighbor that the Slavomacedonian leadership 
justifiably does not fear is Greece. Not only is our 
country not seeking anything from Skopje, it has clearly 
stated that it favors the survival of the newly established 
state. The irony is that Skopje, which ts surrounded by 
enemies, is putting all of its strength and effort into the 
attempt to win the diplomatic battle with Greece over 
the issue of its name. 


Instead of dealing with the Albanian “time-bomb,” 
Gligorov has turned his country's only natural ally into 
its primary enemy. she crafty diplomatic acrobatics of 
the Slavomacedonian leader lack strategic goals for the 
future. Faithful to a negotiating tactic of the old commu- 
nist style, Gligorov goes to extremes before making any 
CONCESSIONS. 


The internal and foreign pressures being exerted on the 
government of Greek Prime Minister Andreas Papan- 
dreou to lift the trade embargo has convinced Skopje 
that Athens is on the verge of a disorderly retreat, 
something which will allow him to avoid making any 
compromises on the name issue. 
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Government Officials Meet Bosnian Prime 
Minister 


7A2312203094 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1800 GMT 23 Dec 94 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Bosnian Prime Minister Haris 
Silajdzic is in Ankara and has been holding meetings. 
Silajdzic held meetings at the Turkish Grand National 
Assembly [TGNA], where he exchanged views with 
Murat Karayalcin, foreign minister and acting state 
minister and deputy prime minister, Motherland Party 
[ANAP] leader Mesut Yilmaz; Prosperity Party leader 
Necmettin Erbakan,; and the TGNA commission 
appointed to investigate the situation in Bosnia- 


Herzegovina. 


Silajdzic stated that those countries who signed the 
Geneva Convention should impose sanctions on the 
Serbs. Silajdzic said that Western countries do not have 
the right to send a cornmission to Turkey on grounds of 
human rights violations while a genocide and a crime 
against humanity ts committed in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 
Explaining that the Serbs oppose the peace plan pro- 
posed for Bosnia-Herzegovina. Silajdzic added that 
under these conditions and according to the laws of the 
United Nations, international forces should intervene in 
the region. In case there is no intervention, Silajdzic 
remarked, the issue of lifting the arms embargo imposed 
on the Muslims will be raised. Noting that the Muslims 
have had a shortage of weapons for the past three years 
while the Serbs are constantly arming themselves, Sila- 
jdzic said the Bosnians request weapons to defend them- 
selves within the framework of their mght to self-defense. 


Karayalcin said that Turkey is closely watching the 
incidents in Bosnia, and added that he will conduct an 
assessment of the latest developments with Silajdzic. 
ANAP leader Yilmaz, in turn, said that Turkey will 
always support the Bosnian Muslims in their just cause, 
adding that they will continue to exert efforts in the 
international arena in a bid to end the injustices inflicted 
upon the Bosnians. 


Erbakan said that the compromise proposed by the West 
1s unacceptable and added that no concessions should be 
made on the territorial integrity of Bosnia-Herzegovina. 
Sait Kemal Mimaroglu, chairman of the TGNA com- 
mittee for investigating the situation in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, stated that Turkey will continue to raise 
the issue of the genocide perpetrated in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina in international forums. 


Silajdzic also met with Prime Minister Tansu Ciller. 
Prior to the mecting. Ciller said that Silajdzic will brief 
her on the cease-fire agreement signed today and the 
latest situation in Bosnia-Herzegovina. Ciller stressed 
that Turkey. now as always, is ready to extend every help 
needed to Bosnia-Herzegovina. 


Silajdzic, in turn, said that they agreed to the peace plan 
prepared by the Western Contact Group, however, he 
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added that a lack of a definite timetable in the imple- 
mentation of the plan is an important shortcoming. 
Silajdzic was also received by President Suleyman 
Demirel at Cankaya Mansion. 


Ankara Views Conflict in Chechnya 


Protection of Civilians Urged 


7A2312204394 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1800 GMT 23 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] It has been reported that Turkey 
is greatly concerned by the worsening clashes in Chech- 
nya. The statement issued by the Foreign Ministry points 
to reports, which also appeared in the international 
press. regarding the intensifying attacks by Russian units 
on Grozny, where approximately 200,000 civilians live 
and where large numbers of innocent persons. 

them women, children, and old people, are killed. 


Noting that the Turkish Government does not believe 
that results achieved by such violence can be lasting or 
beneficial, the statement urges that the civilians who are 
subject to bombing and the thousands of refugees who 
are on the road to save their lives, be shown respect for 
their right to live and that they be taken under protec- 
tion. 


Demirel: No Conflict of Interest 


7A2412131694 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 2110 GMT 23 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] President Suleyman Demirel 
received the administrators of various news agencies at 
the Cankaya Mansion today and replied to their ques- 
tions. He noted that he does not believe that workers 
wages in the public sector will be frozen for six months. 
[passage omitted] 


Assessing foreign developments, Demirel said he has not 
yet received a reply to the message he sent to Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin on the issue of Chechnya. He 
added that in his message, he noted the importance of 
solving the problem through peaceful means. Pointing 
out that a conflict of interests between Turkey and the 
Russian Federation is out of the question, Demirel said: 
We may have diverse interests. Turkey and Russia can 
solve these differences, however, without turning them 
into conflicts. He added that both countries are aware of 
their responsibilities in the region. [passage omitted] 


Cindoruk on Russian Army 


1A26/ 2144894 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1400 GMT 26 Dec 94 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Husamettin Cindoruk, speaker 
of the Turkish Grand National Assembly, has said that 
Russia should clarify its policy regarding the Caucasus 
and demonstrate that the Russian Army differs from the 
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Red Army. A parliamentary delegation headed by Cin- 
doruk left for Baku at the official invitation of Azerbai- 
jani National Assembly Speaker Rasul Guliyev. 


Speaking at Istanbul's Ataturk Airport before his depar- 
ture, Cindoruk said Turkey ts very sensitive regarding 
the difficulties encountered by the Chechen Republic. 
Noting that Turkey does not intend to interfere in the 
domestic affairs of the Russian Federation, Cindoruk 
added that, nonetheless, the inhuman attacks against 
Chechnya, which can even be termed violations against 
humanity, cannot be tolerated. Stressing thai Russian 
soldiers want to serve as peacekeeping forces in the war 
in Georgia and the Azerbaijani-Armenian war. Cindoruk 
noted that the situation in Chechnya makes Turkey and 
the world suspicious of Russian soldiers serving as 
peacekeeping forces. 

[Begin Cindoruk recording] Russia should clarify its 
policy regarding the Caucasus. The soldiers, the Army of 
the Russian Federation should demonstrate that it dif- 
fers from the Red Army. It should demonstrate that it is 
a peacekeeping force. It should demonstrate that it is 
charged with the duty of safeguarding state unity and 
constitutional order. The current situation demonstrates 
that the Army of the Russian Federation is no different 
than the Red Army. The Army of the Russian Federation 
is doing what the Red Army would have done in 
Chechnya today. I hope that the Army of the Russian 
Federation will renounce its image as an occupying 
army. [end recording] 


Cindoruk expressed satisfaction with the cease-fire 
reached between Azerbaijan and Armenia and said he 
hopes this cease-fire will turn into lasting peace. Noting 
that an agreement on cooperation between the Turkish 
and Azerbaijan parliaments will be signed during his 
visit, Cindoruk concluded by expressing the wish that 
the close ties between the two countries will be devel- 
oped further. 


Ankara’s Cautious Policy on Chechnya Explained 
NC2312183794 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 20 Dec 94 pp 1, A8 


[Report by Umit Erginsoy] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara—Turkey, since the 
beginning of a Russian crackdown in the tiny rebel 
Chechnya region in North Caucasia, has approached 
Moscow's move with tolerance despite its close links 
with the region and a rising popular criticism in the 
country against the Kremlin. 

President Suleyman Demirel, Prime Minister Tansu 
Ciller and the Foreign Ministry, in several statements 
seen as face saving efforts by many analysts, have been 
content with calls for a peaceful solution that would 
preserve Russia’s territorial integrity. 

The calls for peace, coming amidst increasing signs of an 
all owt war in Chechnya, all fell short of criticizing the 
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Russian invasion at a time when even the opposition in 
Moscow was blasting the military intervention. 

Ankara has close historical ties with the Caucasus, up to 
10 million people whose ethnic roots lic in Transcau- 
casia live in Turkey, and most Turks are sensitive about 
the crackdown in Chechnya. 


So why has Turkey been keeping a low profile, refraining 
from any criticism of Russia ing the Chechnya 
problem which is taking place only a few hundreds 
kilometers from its northeastern border? 

One answer ts that Ankara is very sensitive regarding the 
preservation of other countries’ territorial integrity for 
its OWN purposes. 


Chechnya, which unilaterally declared independence 
from the former Soviet Union, and therefore the Russian 
Federation in 1991, is technically Russian soil. And 
Turkey, itself, s fighting a separatist Kurdish i insurgency 
im its 


A technical difference between the two cases is that 
Chechnya was an autonomous republic within the Rus- 
sian Federation while Turkey docs not have a federal 
structure and southeastern Anatolia is an integral part of 
the country. However, separatist forces are active in the 
two regions with varying levels of success. 


Therefore, Turkey, fighting against separatism on its 
own soil, cannot and does not back another separatist 
move in the region no matter whether or not the Turkish 
people have affinities with the Caucasus, analysts indi- 
Cate. 


The analysts also say Turkish officials fear that in the 
event of Turkey's mildest support to the separatist 
Chechens, Russia may opt for playing a “Kurdish card,” 
that may harm Ankara’s fight against the insurgency. 


In October, for instance, Russia openly voiced concern 
over the convening of Turkic summit with the partici- 
pation of Turkey and five former Soviet republics. One 
of the results was the holding of a Moscow conference of 
Kurdish representatives from several Commonwealth of 
Independent States countries. As expected, the confer- 
ence voiced strong support for the outlawed Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party and its leader Abdullah Ocalan. Appar- 
ently, the meeting could not have taken place without 


Moscow's knowledge. 


Also, in a number of previous instances, Russia com- 
plained about a private visit by rebel Chechen leader 
Dzhokhar Dudayev to Turkey and his connections with 
the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus. Turkey eval- 
uated these complaints as a clear warning. 


As a result, in an effort not to be further involved in the 
Chechnya case, Turkey has not responded to a call for 
mediation made by Dudayev on Sunday [18 December]. 
The Chechen leader, in a message to President Demirel, 
asked Turkey to mediate in the conflict with Russia. 
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But Demirel and Ciller, in turn, sent letters to their 
Russian counterparts, President Boris Yeltsin and Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin, merely reiterating Tur- 
key’s concern over the developments and urging a 
peaceful solution to the Chechnya crisis. 


Shortly after the calls, late Sunday and on Monday, the 
Russians were launching a powerful attack with hun- 
dreds of tanks and air support against the rebel Chechen 
capital of Groznyy. Some Turkish press reports pre- 
sented the moves by Demirel and Ciller of sending letters 
to the Russian leaders as concrete steps aiming al con- 
tributing to peace, but actually, Ankara was refraining 
from involvement in the Chechnya issue, analysts said. 


Russia, for its part, has hailed the Ankara government's 
approach regarding Chechnya. Sources close to Moscow 
evaluated Turkey's calls for a solution preserving Rus- 
sia’s territorial integrity as very positive and objective. 
Regarding another aspect of the Chechnya crisis, 
Turkish officials have expressed concern over a possible 
spread of the conflict to the whole of Transcaucasia, that 
may turn the region into another Yugoslavia. 


And in an example of Turkey's popular reaction to the 
Russian intervention, thousands of people, mainly 
ethnic Caucasians, staged a demonstration in Istanbul on 
Sunday in favour of Chechen independence. Protesters 
shouted anti-Russia slogans, strung up an effigy of 
Yeltsin by its neck to a tree and then burned it. 


Karayalcin Appointed Deputy Prime Minister 
TA2712080194 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 2110 GMT 26 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] Murat Karayalcin, foreign min- 
ister and acting state minister and deputy prime min- 
ister, has been appointed deputy prime miunister. 
Bahattin Alagoz, Social Democratic Populist Party 
Gaziantep deputy, was appointed to the position of state 
minister, which was vacated by Karayalcin. 


According to a statement issued by the Prime Minister's 
Office, President Suleyman Demirel approved the letters 
of appointment submitted by the Prime Minister's 
Office. Karayalcin will perform the duties of foreign 
minister and deputy prime minister concurrently. 

Alagoz was born in Gaziantep’ Nizip District on 1947. 
Alagoz, who graduated from the Istanbul University 


Faculty of Law, worked as a lawyer for some time. 
Alagoz is married with two children. 


Cabinet Reshuffle Expected After Budget Debate 


NC2312204394 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 20 Dec 94 p A2 


{Report by Emel Aktug] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara—Prime Minister 
Tansu Ciller will reshuffle her cabinet after the conclu- 
sion of the current debate on the state budget for the 
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coming year, replacing some ministers from her True 
Path Party (DYP), sources close to the prime minister 
said. In the shake up, Ciller will take care to mollify those 
from the party mainstream kept out of the cabinet until 
now while trying to appease the 37 party “rebels,” the 
sources added. 


The rumors about the post-budget cabinet reshuffle have 
already energized DYP deputies im Parliament and have 
caused Ciller’s in-party opponents to draw nearer to her. 
Coskun Kirca, a prominent rebel, took part in the talks 
with the coalition partner Social Democratic People’s 
Party (SHP) over the new Anti-Terrorism Bill at her 
request. 


Again acting on Ciller’s request, Kirca later threw him- 
self into preparations for a projected new bill on civil 
liberties being drafted in place of the Anti-Terrorism bill 
which is seemingly doomed due to the gulf between the 
coalition partners over its technicalities. 


Another rebel, Munif Islamogiu, also began working 
closely with Ciller, recently moving the increase of the 
State ministries to 20 from the present 15 and a legisla- 
tive amendment to permit Foreign Minister Murat 
Karayalcin to also retain his former position as the 
deputy prime minister. The Pariiament'’s Constitution 
Commission endorsed both motions which have yet to 
be subrnitted to a vote of the lawmakers. 


Ciller, meanwhile, has set her sights on bolstering her 
party's parliamentary strength through recruitments 
both from the ranks of the opposition and the govern- 
ment partners. 


Muzaffer Arikan, a deputy from the southeastern con- 
stituency of Mardin who resigned from the SHP last 
week is widely expected to join the DYP, following in the 
wake of two other SHP defectors. 


As the steps to increase the number of the state minis- 
tries have heightened anticipations within the DYP for 
cabinet posts, the list of candidates include Ismat Se7gin 
and Koksal Toptain, Ciller’s one time rivals for the party 
leadership. 

Even Cavit Caglar, the flamboyant industrialist and 
protege of President Suleyman Demirel 1s named among 
the front runners despite his occasional broadsides 


against Ciller. Ciller will chose between Caglar or Turhan 
Tayan, a senior party aide, sources say. 


Among other names cited for the reshuffle are Munif 
Islamogiu, Tunc Bilget, Ali Uzun, Tevfik Diker and 


Halit Dagii. 

‘Secret’ Report on Power Struggle Detailed 
NC2412074194 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 21 Dec 94 pp 1, A8& 


[Report by Kemal Balci]} 
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[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara—A “secret” report 
commissioned by Prime Minister Tansu Ciller and com- 
piled by one of her parliamentary aides, foresees the 
impending dissolution of her government partnership 
with the social democrats and single-handed rule for her 
True Path Party (DYP) through recruitments from the 
opposition ranks. The report, obtained in full text by the 
TURKISH DAILY NEWS, also provides “insight™ into 
power struggles in opposition camps and the factors 
behind the emergence of new political leaders in the 
conservative and pro-Islamist camps. 


The 20-page document, titled “Views From Political 
Quarters,” bears the signature of Tevfik Diker, a DYP 
official and lawmaker, who included in the report gossip 
making the rounds among the opposition deputies. 


In the pages concerning the future of the government, the 
report predicts the dissolution of Ciller’s coalition part- 
nership with the Social Democratic People’s Party (SHP) 
after the Parliainent passes the state budget for the 
coming year because the continuation of the partnership 
would lead to rebellions within both parties. After the 
parting of ways, the DYP will continue in office with 
about 30 deputies marked for recruitment from the main 
oppositica Motherland Party (ANAP), the report fore- 
casts. Ji says the dissolution of the coalition will 
encourige a rapprochement between the center-right 
parties while the social democrats will merge to become 
the main opposition group. ““The majority of the ANAP 
deputies in the Parliament think a coalition between 
their party and the DYP has become inevitable and 
think such a coalition should be carried on to an election 
alliance and thereby automatically create the (long- 
called-for) ANAYOL (the merger of DYP and ANAP) 


party.” 


“A minority group of ANAP lawmakers, on the other 
hand, are convinced that the present coalition 1s eroding 
both the government parties and that by merely waiting 
on the sidelines, ANAP would be swept into power. The 
proponents of this view are gencrally close associates of 
ANAP leader Mesut Yilmaz,” the report says. 


Reflecting a very low opinion of the ANAP chief, the 
author of the report claims Yilmaz is afflicted with a set 
of personal phobias, has displayed serious shortcomings 
in directing the party, has lost his hold on authority, 
lacks an adequate knowledge of the party apparatus, has 
distanced himself from the party deputies, is not coming 
forward with solutions to various problems, and has 
failed in defending the party's past and heritage. 


The report sees Ahmet Ozal, the son of the late president 
Turgut Ozal as a possible successor for Yilmaz. 


Ahmet Ozal, the owner of the private TV station 
Channel Six [Kanal-6}, is currently trying to cope with 
financial difficulties and press coverage on his alleged 
unconventionality in doing that. “If he can succeed in 
laying a healthy foundation for himself, he is marked to 


@ become an important candidate to unseat Mesut Yilmaz, 
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a play a bridge role for the emergence of the ANAYOL, 
is well-suited to exploit the popularity of late (President) 
Ozal, will settle in Ankara provided he can overcome the 
financial problems of the Channel Six, and has already 
started political activities in the capital. having rented a 
house and an office, and is biding his time to challenge 
Yilmaz,” the report says. The report further claims that 
Ozal has set up a powerful lobby with some ANAP 
deputies and industnalists and was getting set to open 
his campaign with | million New year letters he has had 
ange gy ey his media power to shake 

to the findings of the DYP investi- 
8 ou tall of Ge ANAP deputies were searching for a 
new roof, being cut off from Yilmaz and knowing they 
would not be selected as candidates in the new elections, 
Diker reports. They reportedly believe Yilmaz was bent 
on an election alliance with Bulent Ecevit's Democratic 
Left Party (DSP) and would be content on forming a 
smali group of 70 to 100 deputies. Up to 40 ANAP 
deputies feeling left out were drifting on their own and 
were looking for a leader to set up a dummy party to 
facilitate their transfer to the DYP. The ANAP discon- 
tents were already probing Ahmet Ozal for leadership, 


the report says. 


It predicted the immediate resignation of at least 10 
ANAP deputies after the passage of the budget, to be 
followed by others. 


Targeting another Ciller adversary, the report identifies 
Necmettin Erbakan, the leader of the pro-Islamist Wel- 
fare Party (RP) as marked for decline and retirement, 
“having made a bid for power without a plan, program 
or political cadres to implement them.” 


It reports the division of the party caucus into those 
supporting the elderly Erbakan, those backing Istanbul 
Mayor Tayyip Erdogan and those for Ankara Mayor 
Melih Gokcek. The report credits Erbakan with having 
prepared a viable infrastructure for the party leadership, 
while Gokcek is shown as trying to form a powerful 
group by luring the ANAP Islamists into the RP. Sevket 
Kazan, a senior RP politician was trying to block the rise 
of the mayors, the report says. 


Bringing welcome news for Ciller, the document reports 
that the Bosnia aid scandal, implicating the Islamist 
businessmen Suleyman Mercumek and Besir Darcin 
accused of channeling the aid collected for the Bosnian 
Muslims to the party coffers, had damaged RP’s prestige. 


Another waning star according to the report is Alparsian 
Turkes, the veteran leader of the Nationalist Movement 
Party (MHP). It says the nationalist leader has lost his 
former energy because of his age and health probiems, 
and hence will not be able to conduct tiring electoral 
campaign tours. 

Because Turkes has not groomed a successor for himself, 
the party will be lefi leaderless and disintegrate after 
him, the report predicts. 
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It points out the MHP’s constant support of the DYP 
and the presence of a rival extreme right-wing party— 
Muhsin Yazicioglu’s Great Unity Party (BBP)}—as fac- 
tors eroding the its popularity. 


Turning to another leader in the making, the report says 
that Serafettin Elci, the pro-Kurdish politician putting 
the final touches to 2 new party. was trying to present a 
false image to hide his Kurdish nationalist image. 

It said the party would not be much different in outlook 
and aims than the pro-Kurdrsh Democracy Party (DEP), 
which was banned because of alleged separatism, but 
would press for Kurdish rights in a unified state. 


As for Cem Boyner, who is to formalize the foundation 
of his New Democracy Party (YDH) tomorrow, the 
report portrays himn as the last hope for the big industri- 
alists, whose clout has been steadily on decline ever since 
the late Ozal patronized the Anatolia businessmen 
linked with religious orders. 

According to the report, the Istanbul business commu- 
nity, having totally lost their influence on poiitical 
leaders, was panicked over the corresponding material 
losses. Seeing Boyner as an instrument for getting heard 
in the parliament and regaining control of other parties, 
it says the industrialists pumped billions into Boyner's 
public relations campaign. In the Social Democratic 
camp, the report predicts that former foreign minister 
Mumtaz Soysal will win the leadership of the new party 
that will emerge from the merger of the SHP and the 
opposition Republican People’s Party [CHP], saying 
Soysal enjoys support in both parties and their grass- 
roots. 


It saw CHP leader Deniz Baykal as standing no chance 
for the new party's leadership. despite the support of 
Fikri Saglar, a leading SHP politician having an eye on 
the post of secretary general. SHP leader Murat Karay- 
alcin was not seen capable of keeping the two parties 
together. 


Prime Minister's Office Rejects Criticism of 
Armed ? orces 

1A2312195094 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1800 GMT 23 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] It was said that those who have 
unjustly criticized the Turkish Armed Forces [TAF] in 
various forums and circumstances will be judged today 
by the nation’s conscience and tomorrow by history for 
not appreciating the Turkish soldier's place in history 
and in the nation’s heart. 


A statement issued by the Prime Minister's Office 
stresses that the TAF faithfully executes the duties 
entrusted by the Constitution and the law and serve the 
state and nation in securing the Turkish Republic's 
existence, the indivisible integrity of the country, and the 
nation’s unity and togetherness. 
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The realities being thus, the statement explains. the 
unjust criticisms voiced in various forums and circum- 
stances aim at deprecating the brave Turkish soldier. an 
essential constituent of the Turkish Armed Forces, who 
emerges from the bosom of the nation, by using derisive 
expressions. 


The statements says: The essential duty of our security 
forces is to render ineffective the terrorists, who seck to 
undermine the unity of ovr country and kill our innocent 
people, everywhere in the country. For this reason i ts 
natural that our security forces use all means possible 
against those terrorists who are in places which are 
especially hard to reach due to the difficult natural 
conditions. 


Defense Ministry Extends Military Service 
TA2612135594 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1200 GMT 26 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Text} The draft law decree that extends 
military service for reserve officers to 16 months, for 
privates and noncommissioned officers [NCO] to 18 
months, and for short-term privates and NCO’s to cight 
months has been opened for signature at the Council of 
Ministers. 

Speaking at a news conference in Ankara, National 
Defense Minister Mehmet Golhan recalled that military 
service was reduced as of 10 September 1992 as a result 
of world developments, structural changes within the 
Armed Forces, and the Conventional Armed Forces in 
Europe Treaty. He acaed that the uncertainties caused 
by the clashes in the Balkans and the Caucasus, the stand 
certain countres adopted toward Turkey in the after- 
math of the Gulf war, and the authority vacuum in 
northern Iraj are beginning to be felt and to pose a threat 
to the country. Stressing that the CSCE and the United 
Nations are ineffective in the face of these develop- 
ments, Golhan noted that Turkey, given its geographic 
position, cannoi isolate itself from the developments in 
the Middle East, the Caucasus, and the Balkans. 


Gothan stated that the length of military service has been 
extended three times in order to strengthen deterrence 
against possibile outside threats, destroy the terror orga- 
nization, lengthen the period in which one can benefit 
from experienced personnel, keep swift reaction units on 
alert without resorting to mobilization, and maintain an 
adequate level of deterrence against neighboring coun- 
tries. Golhan said it has become necessary to extend the 
terms of military service to their normal legal lengths 
once again because of all these considerations and in 
order to avoid the unrest and psychological impact cach 
extension causes among the public. 


[Begin Goihan recording) Of course, threats and doubts 
directed against Turkey, the behavior of neighboring 
countries, and the struggle against the Workers Party of 
Kurdistan terror organization are all included among 
these considerations. We have assessed all these and, 
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considering that they will not come to an end in the near 
future, have reached the decision to extend military 
service to 18 months. Each time we acted in goodwill, 
hoping that an atmosphere of peace might be restored 
and the uncertainties reduced within three months. With 
this goudwill in mind each time. we have had to extend 
the length of military service during the past year. We 
have come to realize that we cannot achieve these goals 
m a short tme. therefore, we find it beneficial to 
continue the 18-month term. [end recording] 


Gothan noted that according to the decree, which has 
been signed by almost all the ministers, the length of 
military service for reserve officers will be increased 
from 12 to 16 months, for privates and NCO’s from 15 
to 18 months, and for short-term privates and NCO's 
from six to exght months. He added that those who will 
have to serve longer than the specified terms as a result 
of previous extensions will be discharged a month ear- 
her. 


Replying to reporters’ questions, Golhan said it would be 
beneficial to extend the Poised Hammer mandate for a 
while longer. Commenting on proposals that the Armed 
Forces not deal with the struggle against terror, Golhan 
said the Army ts taking part in the struggle in accordance 
with the laws and the authority bestowed upon it by the 
government, adding that terminating the Army's 
involvement in this struggle prematuvely will only boost 
the morale of the terrorists. He conchu-ted by saying that 
the practice of payment in heu of military service has 
been abolished. 


M Position Viewed After 
inority Bulgarian 


NC2312191294 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 20 Dec 94 pp 1, A8 


[Report by Semih D. Idiz] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara—The results of Sun- 
day's [18 December] general elections in Bulgaria have 
been hailed in Ankara as the “product of people's free 
and democratic choice” while the fact that the predom- 
inantly Turkish Movement for Rights and Freedoms 
(MRF) has passed a nationwide electoral barrage and 
will be entering Parliament with at least 16 deputies has 
been welcomed with satisfaction. 


Turkish officials following the results of these elections 
closely have also noted the decline in the overall vote for 
the MRF, which in the previous gencral elections had 
produced 24 deputies, attributing this fall mainly to 
divisions within the minority. 


Officials also added that the poor turnout by Bulgarian 
citizens of Turkish origin living in Turkey at the ballot 
boxes opened at Bulgarian consulates in mayor cities hike 
Ankara and Istanbul also cost the MRF at least one and 
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Asked whether the overwhelming support for the Bul- 
garian Socialist Party (BSP}—which ruled the country 
with an iron fist in the Communist era and spearheaded 
a campaign of assimilation against the Turkish minority 
in the mid 1980's—was not a bad outcome, onc official 
said he did net think so. “In a way it 1s perhaps better to 
have the communists in government than in oppositicn 
where they can do more damage by playing to anti- 
Turkish sentiments for the sake of populist support,” 
this official, who wished to remain anonymous, said. “In 
government they are in a position of having to act 
carefully and more responsibly, especially in view of 
their general Western o1.cntation and expectations from 
Europe.” The same official also suggested that the fact 
that Bulgaria's elections had again produced a coalition 
government would also mean that the brakes are put on 
“negative inclinations” in that country because of the 
balances that have to be maintained by a coalition. 


Other officials conceded however that the 5.47 percent 
of the votes gained by the MRF meant in effect that this 
party no longer retained the advantage of representing 
the key to any coalition thus making the Turkish 
minority of around 1.2 million in that country perhaps 
more vulnerable in the face of Bulgarian nationalism and 
extremism. 


Despite the demise of the Communist regime of Todor 
Zhivkov in 1989, and the return to the Turkish minority 
of many of the constitutional rights taken away from it 
by the Communists, independent human rights [as pub- 
lished] say that the situation is mot yet 100 percent 
satisfactory. 


The Secretary Genera! of the Organization of the Islamic 
Conference (OIC) Hamid al-Ghabid said in a report 
issued on Friday on the state of the Bulgarian Turks that 
obstacles still remained in that country which prevented 
the Turkish minority from improving its lot. 


Indicating that opinoons based on nationalism and cth- 
nicity were rapidly spreading in Bulgaria al-Ghabid also 
said that the Constitution of that country still had 
discriminatory articles to the disadvantage of the 
Muslim Turkish minority. Al-Ghabid said that many 
members of this minority had still not been compensated 
for the losses they had incurred under the communist 
assimilation campaign and added that discrimination 
against Turks in work places still remained a serious 

. Acknowledging the existence of “difficulties” 
Turkish officials are however concentrating on the “pos- 
itive side” of developments as far as Bulgaria's Turkish 
minority 1s concerned. 


They say that one such positive development has been 
the decision by the Supreme Electoral Board of Bulgaria 
to allow its citizens of Turkish ongin who were forced to 
‘eave Bulgaria at the height of the assimilation campaign 
in 1989 to vote from Turkey. 


Estimates of how many of these people reside in Turkey 
vary from 60,000 to 100,000 bul the expectation was 
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that around 20,000 would vote at the ballot boxes 
opened im Bulgarian consulates in Turkey's major cities. 
The disappointing turnout in Turkey ts also said to have 
played a role in the decline of the MRF's votes compared 
to the previous general elections. 


Unconfirmed reports say that of the estimated 20,000 
voters expected less than 2,000 actually turned up to 
Bulgarian Turks in Bulgaria was also instrumental in the 
decline in support for the MRF. 

The first signs of this division had come after the 
previous general clections in that country when the 
number of MRF deputies in parliament had fallen from 
24 to 19 as a result of defections. 


The division now 1s represented by the existence of two 
other parties representing the Turks today apart from the 
MRF with one of these, the Democratic Jusince Party, 
appealing to the pro-Islamic Turks, and the Democratic 
Change Party, appealing to nationalistic inciimations 
among the Turks. 


While neither of these parties got sufficient votes to pass 
the nationwide electoral barrage Turkish officials think 
that their existence was probably instrumental in taking 
some of the vote away from the MRF. 

Some analysts indicate that the continuing migration 
from Bulgaria to Turkey by members of the Turkish 
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minority may also have been instrumental in the 
declining vote for parties representing this minority. 
The satisfaction of Turkish officials at the fact that the 
MRF managed to get deputies into Parliament is also 
based on the awareness of these “negative elements” 
within Bulgaria's Turkish minority. 

The existence of these parties are in fact one of the 


reasons for the official satisfaction at the fact that the 
MRF has done relatively well, if not as well as hoped. 


“Ahmet Dogan who heads the MRF is an educated man. 
His followers are aware that they are citizens of Bulgana 
which is ultimately their country. They are not extrem- 
ists or agitators, like the other groups, but a pressure 
group for democracy. As such they represent a positive 
link between Turkey and Bulgaria™ one official told the 
TURKISH DAILY NEWS. 

Relations with Bulgaria reached rock bottom carly in 
1989 when the assimilation campaign had resulted im a 
mass exodus of Turks from that country to Turkey. 


After the fail of that country’s communist strongman on 
Nov. 10 of that year relations between Ankara and Sofia 
entered a rapid period of improvement relative to the 
restitution of the constitutional nghts of the Turkish 
minority in Bulgaria. Since then these relations have 
been characterized by the exchange of high level visits 
and the signing of 2 number of accords including mili- 
tary Cooperation agreements. 
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